
Shark Conservation Moving Forward in Chile 
 

Shark finning is legal and a serious threat to the estimated 53 species of sharks found in Chilean 
waters. As recently as 2008, Chile exported 36 tons of shark fins to Hong Kong.  Currently, Chile 
has no laws on the books regarding shark finning but legislation is emerging that could change 
this.  Max Bello, South American representative of Pew’s global shark campaign, has been 
working with members of the Chilean Senate, Chamber of Deputies, and commercial 
fishermen’s associations for the last few months to begin to address shark finning in Chile. On 
March 1, 2011, Sen. Horvath, Orpis, Gomez, Sabag and Cantero introduced Senate bill 7489-03, 
The Use and Benefit of Sharks, to end 
the practice of shark finning and to 
mandate that all sharks that are landed 
in Chile be landed with their fins 
naturally attached.  
 
On Wednesday April 6th, Max Bello and 
Matt Rand, Director of Pew’s global 
shark campaign went to Valparaiso, 
Chile where the Chilean Congress is 
located, to advocate for the passage of 
the bill and to launch a photo exhibit in 
front of the senate chambers. Due to media outreach efforts the day before, the nation’s most 
viewed daily newspaper “La Tercera” featured these efforts on the front page and did an 
extensive story on the global issue of shark declines and the Chilean legislation.  
 
The day was busy with a series of meetings-- Senate President of the Fishery Commission to 
discuss strategy for passing the legislation, the Under Secretary of Fisheries to discuss their 
support for the legislation and interest in amendments to the bill, and the Senate President.  
 

Just after lunch, Max and Matt 
gave a presentation to the 
Senate Fisheries Commission on 
the global status of sharks, Pew’s 
efforts to stop the declines  and 
details regarding the legislation. 
Members of the senate 
commission had a number of 
insightful questions for Max and 
Matt and indicated their full 

support for the bill. In fact, members of the Senate Commission were willing to increase the 
fines and imprisonment terms for those not complying with the law.  
 



Directly following the Commission 
hearing, the two most important 
national TV news agencies as well as 
the Senate TV conducted interviews 
with Max, Matt and the Senate 
Fisheries Commission President.  Both 
TV news stations aired extensive 
stories featuring Pew’s campaign 
efforts. Following the interviews the 
shark photo exhibit was launched with 
many senators in attendance including 
the President of the Senate and the 
Senate Fisheries Commission president.  

 
Our campaign will continue to follow the progress of 
senate bill 7489-03.  The final day for proposed 
amendments to the bill in the senate is Monday April 
11th, at which time the bill will be passed onto the 
full senate to vote on. The bill is expected to pass the 
senate with no major modifications and will 
hopefully be sent to the Chamber of Deputies (the 
lower house) by the week of April 18th. The 
legislation is expected to be well-received in the 
chamber.  The bill is expected to be brought for a 

final vote on May 21st which coincides with an annual Presidential address to the Congress.  The 
photo exhibit will remain on display for the next two weeks.  

 
 



 
 
Photo 1: Matt Rand, Sen. Horvath, President of the Senate Guido Girardi, Max Bello, Sen. Prokurica, Sen. Rincon, Sen. Letelier and Sen. Rossi. 
Photo 2: Matt Rand Presenting at the Fisheries Commission of the Senate.  (beside him is  the Undersecretary of Fisheries legal staff.) 
Photo 3: Matt Rand interviewed by National TV, the 13 TV and Cooperative Radio. 
Photo 4: Meeting with the President of the Senate Sen. Girardi with Matt Rand and Max Bello 
Photo 5: Felipe Palacios, Legal Advisor of the Undersecretary of Fisheries, Max Bello, Pablo Galilea Undersecretary of Fisheries, Matt Rand and 
Francisco Ponce Technical Advisor undersecretary of Fisheries. 
Photo 5: Photo exhibition at the entrance of the Senate Chamber Room.  
Photo 6: Sen. Horvath and Sen. Girardi receiving recognition for their efforts from Matt Rand. 
Photo 7: Matt Rand and Max Bello meeting with the Sen. Horvath. 

 
Some of the media attention can be found below and the front page of “La Tercera”: 
 
TV clips: 

http://www.24horas.cl/videos.aspx?id=113690&tipo=27 

http://tele13.13.cl/nacional/millones-de-tiburones-son-asesinados-al-ano-solo-para-extraerles-las-aletas 

Newspapers and other:  

http://diario.latercera.com/2011/04/06/01/contenido/tendencias/16-64841-9-chile-alista-norma-que-protege-a-tiburones-de-
brutal-practica-de-pesca.shtml 

http://www.finanznachrichten.de/nachrichten-2011-04/19864894-pew-environment-group-encouraged-by-chilean-senate-s-
efforts-to-end-shark-finning-008.htm  

http://www.istockanalyst.com/business/news/5041324/pew-environment-group-encouraged-by-chilean-senate-s-efforts-to-
end-shark-finning  
  
http://ambiental.unab.cl/etiqueta/universidad/ 
  
http://www.thestreet.com/print/story/11074163.html 
 
http://www.aqua.cl/noticias/index.php?doc=42907 
  
http://www.radiodelmar.cl/?p=5225 
 
http://satorrajaume.blogspot.com/2011/04/chile-alista-norma-que-protege.html 
 
http://www.animales.cl/chile-alista-norma-que-protege-a-tiburones-de-brutal-practica-de-pesca/ 
 
http://www.mundoacuicola.cl/comun/?modulo=&cat=6&view=1&idnews=54035&especial=  
 
http://www.chiledesarrollosustentable.cl/noticias/chile-alista-norma-que-protege-a-tiburones-de-brutal-practica-de-pesca/ 
 
http://pachnews.blogspot.com/2011/04/chile-alista-norma-que-protege.html 
 
http://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=11&id=41130&l=e&special=0&ndb=0 
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