
Principles to Permanently Protect the Grand Canyon 

If you have been lucky enough to travel to the Grand Canyon, you will likely always remember 

the unparalleled natural beauty, from the jagged red cliffs to the winding Colorado River. Visitors 

from around the world come to admire our national treasure that is now facing a growing threat. 

Mining companies know that it is against the law in most cases to set up operations in the Grand 

Canyon, or any national park for that matter. Yet, incredibly, the current mining law that has been 

around for 135 years does allow mining operations right next door to our national parks. In the 

past five years, mining companies have staked more than 1100 claims at the edge of the Grand 

Canyon, and with the price of gold increasing; the number of claims continues to grow.  

Mining companies use a range of toxic chemicals to extract gold, silver, copper, and other 

minerals from the earth. In one mining process cyanide is poured over mounds of earth to extract 

low grade ore.  This combined with other operations has led to fish kills, dead birds around 

mines, and fenced off areas of contamination. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

estimated that hardrock mining is the number one source of toxic pollution in the United States 

and that it has contaminated 40 percent of western watersheds. 

Given the rush to stake mining claims at the edge of the Grand Canyon and other national 

treasures, there must be a process to prevent the worst effects of toxic mining from permanently 

damaging these lands that belong to all Americans.  

• The government must have the authority to stop any mine that would damage the natural 

resources of Grand Canyon National Park or other national parks.  

• A set of sensitive lands around the Grand Canyon and in other important areas must be placed 

“off-limits” to future mining activities, like national forest roadless areas.  

• Mining companies should pay a royalty for mining activities on public lands to provide a source 

of money to clean up the nearly 500,000 abandoned mines along the Colorado River and across 

the country.  

• The practice of selling our public lands for pennies on the dollar to companies for mining or 

unrelated development must end. The public lands at the edge of the Grand Canyon and around 

the country should stay in public hands.  

• Local governments, tribes, and citizens need the ability to designate certain areas unsuitable for 

mining, if they find it will negatively impact their communities. This will allow for other 

sensitive locations to be protected from toxic mining pollution.  

• Where mining is deemed appropriate on our public lands, mining companies must have a 

comprehensive and thorough plan to return the land to its original state and to assure that water 

pollution will not need ongoing treatment. With the number of new claims surrounding the Grand 

Canyon, this would ensure that toxic mining does not pollute this American treasure for decades 

to come.  

To save the Grand Canyon and other public treasures for future generations, we need to protect 

all national parks and sensitive lands from the toxic affects of hardrock mining.  
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