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The State of Children’s Dental Health: 
Making Coverage Matter

The Pew Center on the States is a division of The Pew Charitable Trusts that identifies and advances effective
solutions to critical issues facing states. Pew is a nonprofit organization that applies a rigorous, analytical
approach to improve public policy, inform the public and stimulate civic life.

2011: 2010:

Grading: A = 6-8 points     B = 5 points     C = 4 points     D = 3 points     F = 0-2 points

HOW WELL IS Florida responding?

Florida meets two of the eight policy benchmarks for strengthening children’s dental health. 
Florida was the worst performer with regard to ensuring low-income children’s access to care.  
Fewer than one in three Medicaid-enrolled kids received any dental services. During 2010, 
newspaper articles highlighted several challenges, such as the number of Florida communities 
that lack fluoridated water1 and the fact that 32 counties have no pediatric dentists who 
accept Medicaid.2,3

There are signs of potential improvements.  The Florida Board of Dentistry voted in June 2010 
to move forward with proposed rules to permit dental hygienists to apply sealants without 
supervision in Health Access settings, but as of July 1, 2010, when this survey was conducted, 
the rule had not been put into effect.4
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2010 Share of high-risk schools  
with sealant programs

<25% 25%

2010
Hygienists can place sealants  
without dentist’s prior exam no YES

2008
Share of residents on fluoridated 
community water supplies 78.3% 75%  

2009
Share of Medicaid-enrolled children 
getting dental care 25.7% 38.1%

2010
Share of dentists’ median retail fees 
reimbursed by Medicaid 27.5% 60.5%

2010
Pays medical providers for early 
preventive dental health care yes YES  

2010
Authorizes new primary care  
dental providers no YES

2010 Tracks data on children’s dental health no yES

              Total score 2 of 8
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SOURCES FOR BENCHMARKS: (1, 2, 7) Pew Center on the States survey of 
states; (3) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; (4) Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, CMS-416; (5, 6) Medicaid/SCHIP Dental Association and 
American Academy of Pediatrics; (8) National Oral Health Surveillance System.

how bad is the problem?

For more information, please visit www.pewcenteronthestates.org/makingcoveragematter.

SOURCE: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, CMS-416.
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Children with private insurance
Florida Medicaid utilization
United States Medicaid utilization
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Too many children lack access to dental care,  
with severe outcomes. One measure of the problem: more than half 
of the children on Medicaid received no dental service in 2009.


