
Faces of Economic Mobility Income Data

A data table from Sept. 2013

Household type

Family income Family’s position on the income ladder  
(relative to their parents)

Parents’ 
median 
income

30th 
percentile

Median 
percentile

70th 
percentile

Percent with 
higher income 

than their parents

Moved up 
the ladder

Moved down 
the ladder

Stayed at 
the top 

Stayed in 
the middle

Stayed 
at the 

bottom
White, college-educated couples with children $34,805 $56,691 $70,177 $94,195 91% 34% 36% 17% 13% 0%

White, non-college-educated couples with children $25,214 $38,428 $46,734 $57,810 89% 35% 35% 3% 21% 5%

White, college-educated couples without children $38,702 $64,879 $88,385 $122,738 89% 37% 25% 29% 10% 0%

White, non-college-educated couples without children $26,952 $45,819 $59,971 $74,416 92% 47% 26% 7% 16% 4%

White, college-educated, single mothers – – – – – – – – – –

White, non-college-educated, single mothers $25,942 $19,531 $28,828 $32,398 55% 9% 68% 0% 12% 12%

White, college-educated, single women $38,317 $40,844 $55,994 $76,432 77% 23% 50% 12% 12% 3%

White, non-college-educated, single women $23,739 $26,614 $33,402 $49,389 60% 24% 56% 1% 13% 6%

White, college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

White, non-college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

White, college-educated, single men $33,871 $28,133 $43,775 $70,212 68% 22% 57% 14% 7% 0%

White, non-college-educated, single men $27,864 $23,945 $40,723 $57,652 68% 23% 50% 3% 16% 8%

Black, college-educated couples with children $14,525 $38,952 $54,893 $59,226 99% 62% 27% 0% 0% 11%

Black, non-college-educated couples with children $12,140 $21,698 $33,029 $43,712 82% 47% 17% 0% 6% 30%

Black, college-educated couples without children – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated couples without children $12,011 $32,273 $44,792 $54,756 95% 64% 10% 0% 5% 22%

Black, college-educated, single mothers $12,738 $30,914 $32,514 $51,248 100% 83% 7% 0% 2% 8%

Black, non-college-educated, single mothers $11,366 $12,817 $15,712 $22,961 77% 9% 25% 0% 4% 62%

Black, college-educated, single women – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single women $12,700 $11,829 $19,988 $34,258 73% 22% 31% 0% 4% 43%

Black, college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

Black, college-educated, single men – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single men $12,700 $17,204 $26,244 $33,966 76% 28% 25% 0% 8% 39%

Source: Panel Study of Income Dynamics



Faces of Economic Mobility Wealth Data

A data table from Sept. 2013

Source: Panel Study of Income Dynamics

Household type

Family wealth Family’s position on the wealth ladder  
(relative to their parents)

Parents’ 
median 
wealth

30th  
percentile

Median 
percentile

70th  
percentile

Percent with 
higher wealth  

than their parents

Moved up 
the ladder

Moved down 
the ladder

Stayed at 
the top

Stayed in 
the middle

Stayed 
at the 

bottom
White, college-educated couples with children $170,624 $160,622 $289,451 $500,304 60% 38% 24% 20% 17% 1%

White, non-college-educated couples with children $125,885 $69,050 $126,649 $228,090 52% 36% 32% 5% 22% 5%

White, college-educated couples without children $183,727 $169,016 $279,229 $446,448 62% 40% 25% 17% 17% 1%

White, non-college-educated couples without children $113,638 $52,458 $116,428 $215,907 54% 37% 34% 6% 18% 4%

White, college-educated, single mothers – – – – – – – – – –

White, non-college-educated, single mothers $114,603 $3,248 $26,641 $49,301 16% 12% 66% 0% 10% 12%

White, college-educated, single women $199,689 $41,139 $81,233 $158,982 28% 17% 63% 8% 13% 0%

White, non-college-educated, single women $87,913 $16,124 $44,987 $94,092 30% 25% 51% 3% 9% 11%

White, college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

White, non-college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

White, college-educated, single men $142,347 $1,129 $36,646 $235,182 27% 13% 52% 9% 16% 9%

White, non-college-educated, single men $98,715 $8,766 $30,527 $86,696 27% 19% 49% 5% 15% 12%

Black, college-educated couples with children $38,478 $55,606 $71,849 $167,781 84% 55% 14% 2% 15% 14%

Black, non-college-educated couples with children $13,138 $24,495 $40,353 $87,323 68% 60% 13% 0% 11% 17%

Black, college-educated couples without children – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated couples without children $23,722 $15,916 $44,462 $59,329 57% 41% 23% 0% 13% 23%

Black, college-educated, single mothers – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single mothers $9,311 $1,794 $9,281 $24,147 47% 24% 21% 1% 8% 47%

Black, college-educated, single women – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single women $28,142 $560 $9,093 $29,153 32% 19% 31% 0% 14% 36%

Black, college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single fathers – – – – – – – – – –

Black, college-educated, single men – – – – – – – – – –

Black, non-college-educated, single men $23,507 $1,360 $10,350 $39,310 45% 29% 27% 0% 8% 36%


