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Deep ecosystems 
Scientific studies have highlighted the exceptional nature of New Caledonia’s deep ecosystems.5 They have 
revealed high levels of biodiversity, previously unknown species, and species from ancient groups, such as  
the endemic nautilus and the living fossil crinoid, Gymnocrinus richeri, that had been thought to be extinct 
140 million years ago. The deep reefs and seamounts provide rich and productive habitats for some species 
found nowhere else. 

Nesting seabirds 
New Caledonia is home to an estimated 2.5 million seabirds, including frigates, puffins, petrels, terns and 
boobies. These islands are internationally recognized as important bird areas.2 Their abundance indicates the 
productivity of the marine environment and its good health.
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Conclusion
The Government of New Caledonia can secure its ocean legacy and its role as a conservation leader 
by designating a large MPA within the Natural Park of the Coral Sea. Implementing greater protections 
would also link these waters with protected areas established by Australia, resulting in a massive, globally 
significant marine ecosystem. 

Such a designation also would help the New Caledonia Government meet the IUCN recommendation of 
protecting 30 per cent of ocean habitats by 2030, setting an example for others who have not yet risen to 
that challenge. 



For further information, please visit: 
pewtrusts.org/ocean-legacy 

This fact sheet was updated in August 2018 to reflect the minor changes to the map.

The Pew Bertarelli Ocean Legacy Project  |  The Pew Charitable Trusts and the Bertarelli Foundation joined forces in 2017 to create the 
Pew Bertarelli Ocean Legacy Project, with the shared goal of establishing the first generation of ecologically significant and effective 
marine protected areas around the world. This effort builds on a decade of work by both organizations to protect the ocean. Between 
them, they have helped to obtain designations to safeguard over 8 million square kilometers (3 million square miles) of ocean by 
working with philanthropic partners, indigenous groups, community leaders, government officials, and scientists. Since 2010, the 
Bertarelli Foundation has sought to protect the ocean for future generations through marine conservation and collaborative marine 
science research.

Contact: Matt Rand, director, Pew Bertarelli Ocean Legacy     |      Email: mrand@pewtrusts.org     |      Website: pewtrusts.org/oceanlegacy
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