
60 percent of young 
people ages 1-20 with 
Medicaid coverage 
did not see a dentist 
in 2014.3

An infographic from Dec 2015

Oregonians Face Challenges  
In Getting Dental Care
Poor oral health affects Oregonians of all ages. Dental problems can lead to low performance in and absences from school and 
work and are associated with serious health concerns, including heart and lung disease, stroke, diabetes, low birth weight, and 
premature births.1

Oregonians lived in areas with a 
shortage of dentists in 2015.2

1 in 5 children ages 6-9 had untreated tooth 
decay in 2012.4

On a single day in 2012, an estimated 3,800 
children ages 6-9 needed urgent care to 
treat dental pain or infection.5
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Contact: Michelle Mendes, senior associate, communications       Email: mmendes@pewtrusts.org       Project website: pewtrusts.org/dental

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, analytical 
approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and invigorate civic life. 

1 in 9 Oregon seniors 
lost all their teeth 
due to tooth decay  
or gum disease as  
of 2013.6

Tooth Decay Was Widespread Among Children 
in 2012
Cavity rates among 6- to 9-year-olds by geographic region

Tooth decay is worse for 
those from lower-income 
families and in rural areas. 

Source: Oregon Health Authority, 
“Oregon Smile Survey 2012 
Report,” https://public.health.
oregon.gov/PreventionWellness/
oralhealth/Documents/
SmileSurvey2012.pdf.
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