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A brief history of HIA in the U.S. 

1999   (First HIA?) San Francisco DPH HIA on minimum wage 

2001   First RWJF grant on HIAðPartnership for Prevention 

2004   Workshop on advancing the field of HIA in the U.S 

2005-2008 - Many new HIAs; HIA funders 

  - Human Impact Partners founded 

  - Use of HIA under federal and state EIA laws 

2009   Health Impact Project founded 

2010   North American Practice Standards 

2011 - Federal recommendations and grant programs support HIA   

(NPC, Healthy People, Letôs Move, CTG, others) 

 - National Research Council guidance 
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ÅNational Prevention Council 
ïñIntegrate health criteria into decision making across multiple 
sectorsò 

ïñ..coordinate investments in transportation, housing, 
environmental protection and community infrastructure to promote 
sustainable and healthy communities.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Developments in the Field 
Federal Emphasis on Cross-sector Approach  

ÅLetôs Move 

ÅHealthy People 2020 

ÅSustainable Communities 

PartnershipðHUD, DOT, 

EPA, now USDA and CDC 



Recent Developments in the Field 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations  

Associations of local governments created by Congress to 

plan regional transportation 

ÅSeveral MPOs now using HIA (Nashville, San Diego, 

others) 

ÅHealth Impact Project call for proposals:  

  - No proposals for funding in 2010 

  - Over 10 proposals in 2011 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Learn more:  

-  Transportation session today at 11:30 

 -  SANDAG talk today at 2:15  



Recent Developments in the Field 
Legislation 

 ÅMassachusetts Healthy Transportation 

Compact:  requires DOT and DPH to 

implement HIAs for transportation 

projects 

ÅDo people think this is a good idea? 

71% favor/25% oppose according to a 

poll of WA voters on pending 

legislation.    

Learn more: 

-2:15  Approaches to Implementing  HIA  

(HIA legislation) 

-3:30 in Institutionalizing HIA 

(Implementing MA transportation 

compact) 

 

 
 

 



Recent Developments in the Field 
Institutionalization 

State of Alaska:   

ïCollaboration with Depôt of 

Natural Resources 

ïHIAs on all large natural 

resource development projects 

ïSelf-supporting 

 

 

 

 

Learn more: 

-12:45   Making HIA Stick 

-3:30    Institutionalizing HIA 

 

 
 

 



San Francisco Department of Public HealthðProgram 

on Health Equity and Sustainability 

 

 

 

ÅNot new, but innovating 

new ways to collaborate 

across sectors 

ÅRoots in HIA 

ÅMulti-agency collaboration 

to bring health into many 

city decisions 

ÅLargely self-supporting 

Learn more: 

-12:45   Making HIA Stick 

-3:30    Institutionalizing HIA 

 

 
 

 

Recent Developments in the Field 
Institutionalization 



 

 

Is it making a difference? 
Better policies; Securing funding 

 

 
  Atlanta Beltline HIA ï Over $4 

million in funding for trails 

and brownfield cleanup 

  Oregon Farm to School HIA 

ï improve legislation to 

create more in-state jobs 


