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Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council Approaches Important Milestone:
All Managed Fish Species Close to Healthy Levels

Summer flounder, one of the most important commercial and recreational fish species in the
Mid-Atlantic states, has recovered to 89% of healthy levels, and scientists are optimistic that
the population will be fully rebuilt before the 2013 Congressional deadline.* Once the summer
flounder population is fully rebuilt, all of the assessed species managed by the Mid-Atlantic
Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) will be at healthy levels.? Progress to date is
illustrated in the graph below:®

Stock Size Relative to Rebuilding Status

B Stock Size Relative to Rebuilding Status

170% 176%
0

162% 162%

125%
102% 104% 104% 106%

Bwsy -
Rebuilt

& X & X X N fo R D
& F&E &FFEE Q&
o < & D > 3 & o 9O
& & & g e &
& ) X F © N
= & ° <

Just over twenty years ago, the summer flounder population had declined to less than 15 percent
of healthy levels because of overfishing.* Thanks to a rebuilding plan that has been in place since
2000, the summer flounder population has rebounded. This has enabled the MAFMC, which
manages fish in federal ocean waters off the coasts of New York, New Jersey, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, to increase the quota for summer
flounder by 7.35 million pounds to 29.48 million pounds for 2011. This reflects an 86.9%
increase from a low of 15.77 million pounds in 2008.



Rebounding fish populations create jobs, support coastal economies, repair damaged marine
ecosystems, provide increased recreational fishing opportunities and bring back fresh, local
seafood. Rebuilding depleted U.S. fish populations would at least triple the net economic value
of many fisheries.® In the Mid-Atlantic alone, rebuilding the summer flounder population would
result in an additional $28.9 million per year in direct economic benefits.”

Unfortunately, there are still 43 depleted fish populations across the nation that require
rebuilding.? Delaying rebuilding, as some in Congress are calling for, would deny other parts of
the nation the same economic and environmental benefits that the Mid-Atlantic region enjoys.
Efforts to weaken the law risk even greater damage to fish populations and the fishermen that
depend on them, and increase the difficulty and cost of recovery. We must capitalize on
successes like Mid-Atlantic summer flounder and finish the job of rebuilding valuable U.S. fish
populations to enable the nation to enjoy the benefits of healthy seafood and sustainable fishing
now and for future generations.

For more information, please contact:
Lee Crockett, Director of Federal Fisheries Policy, Pew Environment Group, (202) 552-2065,
Icrockett@pewtrusts.org. Please also visit our website for more resources at
www.endoverfishing.org.

! National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), “FishWatch: Summer Flounder,” available at
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http://www.mafmc.org/fmp/current/SF-SC-BSB/Summer%20flounder/flkquota%202011%202010-06-30.pdf.
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