
State
2014 

imprisonment 
rate

2014 
crime 
rate

California 349 2,837

Hawaii 257 3,309

New Jersey 241 1,995

South Carolina 429 3,958

Colorado 383 2,839

Rhode Island 178 2,393

Mississippi 597 3,200

Connecticut 326 2,157

Vermont 241 1,624

Massachusetts 188 2,249

New York 265 2,100

Texas 584 3,425

Maryland 346 2,954

Florida 513 3,956

Georgia 517 3,659

Nevada 434 3,261

Louisiana 816 3,974

Virginia 449 2,127

Washington 254 3,991

North Dakota 214 2,375

United States 471 2,962

Wisconsin 371 2,379

Michigan 437 2,471

Iowa 282 2,367

North Carolina 358 3,203

Pennsylvania 394 2,246

Alabama 633 3,605

Montana 360 2,797

Delaware 440 3,471

Indiana 442 3,015

Kentucky 474 2,459

Ohio 444 3,084

South Dakota 421 2,190

Oregon 378 3,111

Utah 237 3,094

Arizona 593 3,597

Maine 153 2,114

Tennessee 437 3,669

Idaho 489 2,067

Minnesota 194 2,527

Missouri 526 3,349

Alaska 374 3,396

New Mexico 329 4,140

Kansas 322 3,084

Oklahoma 700 3,397

New Hampshire 219 2,159

Wyoming 408 2,160

Illinois 375 2,446

West Virginia 372 2,337

Arkansas 599 3,818

Nebraska 283 2,804

Imprisonment and Crime Rates Fell 
in 30 States Over 5 Years

An infographic from Sept 2015

The national imprisonment rate declined 1 percent while violent and property crime rates fell 1 percent and 5 percent, respectively, from 2013 to 2014, 
according to statistics released in September by the U.S. Department of Justice. From 2009 to 2014, the nation’s imprisonment rate fell 7 percent and 
the total crime rate declined 15 percent.

Crime rates are now about half of their 1991 peaks and have fallen to levels not seen since the late 1960s. Experts attribute the decline to myriad 
factors, including better policing, the waning of the crack cocaine epidemic, reduced use of cash in favor of electronic payments, and the spread of 
car theft prevention devices and other anti-crime technologies. Although increased imprisonment of dangerous offenders has also played a role, an 
analysis of the most recent five-year data finds no clear causal relationship between higher incarceration and lower crime. On the contrary, 30 states 
have reduced both rates at the same time.

Project website: pewstates.org/publicsafety

Change in imprisonment rate, 2009-14 Change in crime rate, 2009-14

Notes: Imprisonment and crime rates are per 100,000 residents. Imprisonment rates count inmates sentenced to more than a year in prison and do not reflect 
total offender populations, which can be significantly higher in states with unified correctional systems that include prisons and jails. The U.S. imprisonment 
rate includes federal prisoners and excludes those held in local jails. Crime rates reflect Part I offenses as defined by the FBI’s Uniform Crime Report and 
combine violent and property crimes; 2014 violent crime rates use a revised (not legacy) definition of rape.

Sources: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners series, 2009-14 (imprisonment data); FBI, Crime in the United States series, 2009-14 (crime data)
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The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies 
a rigorous, analytical approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and invigorate civic life. 
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