The Cost of Delay:
State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children

North Dakota

NORTH DAKOTA meets just half of the eight policy benchmarks aimed at addressing children’s
dental health needs. Only 28 percent of Medicaid-enrolled children received any dental care in 2007,
the latest year for which data are available, and the state does not have sealant programs in any of its
high-risk schools. However, the state’s Medicaid program reimburses dentists at a level that exceeds the
national average. And North Dakota ranks among the top five states in community water fluoridation,
with more than 96 percent of the population on community systems receiving optimally fluoridated

GRADE water. Since 2002, North Dakota has received a grant from the federal Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention to support oral health program staff, including a full-time dental director and a staff
member dedicated to water fluoridation.

HOW BAD IS THE PROBLEM? HOW WELL IS NORTH DAKOTA RESPONDING?

TOO MANY CHILDREN LACK ACCESSTO DENTAL CARE, MEASURED AGAINST THE NATIONAL BENCHMARK FOR EIGHT POLICY APPROACHES
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Download the full report and explanatory notes by visiting
www.pewcenteronthestates.org/costofdelay.
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