The Cost of Delay:
State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children

Kentucky

KENTUCKY meets just half of the eight policy benchmarks aimed at addressing children’s dental
health needs. Despite reimbursement rates that exceed the national average, the state is one of only
three where less than 25 percent of low-income children received dental services in 2007, the latest
year for which data are available. People in Kentucky who are on community water systems have good
access to fluoridated water—nearly 100 percent of the population is served, ranking Kentucky second
among jurisdictions on this benchmark (Washington, D.C. is at 100 percent). In October 2009, Governor

Steve Beshear (D) announced a three-year, $1.6 million pediatric dental initiative that will train dentists

to work with children and provide portable dental equipment to increase access to care.’

HOW BAD IS THE PROBLEM? HOW WELL IS KENTUCKY RESPONDING?

TOO MANY CHILDREN LACK ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE, MEASURED AGAINST THE NATIONAL BENCHMARK FOR EIGHT POLICY APPROACHES
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interpreting the data in question for this year.
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