The Cost of Delay:
State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children

Kansas

KANSAS meets just half of the eight policy benchmarks aimed at addressing children’s dental health
needs. The state is one of just two in the Midwest failing to meet the national goal of having 75
percent of the population on optimally fluoridated water systems. In addition, less than 25 percent of
high-risk schools in Kansas are reached by school sealant programs. Kansas'Medicaid utilization rate
has risen for several consecutive years, up from 22 percent of Medicaid-enrolled children receiving
dental services in 2000 to 41 percent in 2007, the latest year for which data are available. And the state

GRADE reimburses medical providers for offering basic preventive dental care to Medicaid-enrolled kids. Still,

Pew calculates that more than 16 percent of the population—456,000 residents—are unserved for

dental care. Kansas needs at least 90 dentists to meet the needs of these residents.

HOW BAD IS THE PROBLEM? HOW WELL IS KANSAS RESPONDING?

TOO MANY CHILDREN LACK ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE, MEASURED AGAINST THE NATIONAL BENCHMARK FOR EIGHT POLICY APPROACHES
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Download the full report and explanatory notes by visiting
www.pewcenteronthestates.org/costofdelay.
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