Scientist Letter to President Barack Obama: Protect U.S.
Arctic Important Marine Areas

June 16, 2016

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Arctic is home to vibrant communities of indigenous peoples, provides vital marine habitats for iconic wildlife
such as beluga whales, walruses, and ice seals found nowhere else in the United States, and plays a critical role in
global climate systems. As you witnessed during your trip to Alaska this past summer, the region is profoundly
affected by climate change—including loss of sea ice, acidification of the ocean, and increased access for industries
that pose significant risks to the ocean environment. Careful planning and management can help protect and sustain
this valuable ecosystem in the face of these and other threats.

We applaud the leadership you showed in 2015 by withdrawing 9.8 million acres of the Beaufort and Chukchi seas
from future oil and gas leasing. This important action to conserve parts of the U.S. Arctic Ocean was a significant
step toward protecting Arctic marine ecosystems. We are encouraged by your comprehensive joint vision for the
Acrctic with Prime Minister Trudeau, which includes taking steps to conserve Arctic biodiversity through science-
based decision-making.

As scientists and natural resource managers, we support additional steps to protect vital habitats in the Arctic Ocean.
More action is needed to ensure the resilience of the Arctic marine ecosystem and sustain the people who use its
living resources to thrive. No new oil and gas leasing or exploration should be allowed in the Chukchi and Beaufort
seas in the foreseeable future, including in the next five-year leasing plan. Additional ecologically important and
sensitive marine habitats should be placed off-limits to oil and gas activity, while honoring subsistence hunting,
fishing, and other uses and access for indigenous peoples, to protect the long-term health and function of these
waters.

We know your administration is committed to ensuring sound, science-based decision-making. It is clear that certain
offshore areas—often those with durable physical or oceanographic attributes—make critically important
contributions to ecosystem functioning and subsistence. Most or all of these areas can be expected to remain
productive and essential to ecosystem well-being even as climate change continues to reduce sea ice, alter the food
web, and otherwise affect Arctic waters. As you yourself have said, “some areas are too special to drill.”

Beyond those areas you already have withdrawn from oil and gas leasing, there are additional places that warrant
consideration because they encompass especially diverse habitats, support high species richness, provide habitat for
wildlife during critical life stages, host extraordinary productivity, or otherwise sustain the resilience of the Arctic
marine ecosystem. Examples are long-established migration routes for seabirds and bowhead whales, foraging
hotspots, subsistence use areas, rich seafloor habitats, lingering ice habitat, and areas where algae and phytoplankton
thrive.



We, the undersigned, ask you to remove the two Arctic planning areas, which together comprise nearly the entire
U.S. Chukchi and Beaufort seas, from the 2017-2022 Outer Continental Shelf Leasing Program. We further ask that
you consult with indigenous communities and tribes, who have extensive traditional knowledge relevant to decision-
making, and with Arctic scientists to identify and permanently withdraw additional important marine areas to
promote a sustainable, resilient future for this extraordinary ecosystem.
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Wildlife Ecologist, retired

Anchorage, AK

Andreas Schramm
Professor of Microbial Ecology
Aarhus University, Denmark

David L. Secord, Ph.D.
Barnacle Strategies
University of Washington
Simon Fraser University

Maria Servedio, Ph.D. Department of
Biology, University of North Carolina

Thomas W. Sherry, Ph.D.
Ecology
Tulane University

Jeffrey W. Short, Ph.D.
JWS Consulting LLC

David H. Shull, Ph.D.
Professor of Environmental Science
Western Washington University

Dave Shutler, Ph.D.
Department of Biology
Acadia University
Nova Scotia, Canada

Derek Sikes, Ph.D.
University of Alaska Museum
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Claudio Sillero, D.Phil.
Wild Conservation Research Unit
University of Oxford, UK

Thomas D. Sisk, Ph.D.
Olajos-Goslow Chair of
Environmental Science and Policy
Northern Arizona University

Scott Slocombe, Ph.D.

Professor of Geography &
Environmental Studies

Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada

Melanie Smith
Director of Conservation Science
Audubon Alaska

Richard C. J. Somerville
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Scripps Institution of Oceanography
University of California, San Diego

Heidi M. Sosik
Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution

Wayne P. Sousa, Ph.D.

Professor of Integrative Biology
University of California, Berkeley

Robert B. Spies, Ph.D.

Applied Marine Sciences

Editor Emeritus

Marine Environmental Research
Little River, CA

Maria Stager, M.S.
Division of Biological Sciences
University of Montana

Christopher Still, Ph.D.
Ecology
Oregon State University

Craig S. Strong
CEO, Crescent Coastal Research

Powell Strong, M.Sc.
Senior Lecturer
Pembrokeshire College, UK

Bridget Stutchbury
Distinguished Research Professor
York University, Toronto

Benjamin Sullender, M.S.
Audubon Alaska

Dipani Sutaria, Ph.D.
( James Cook University, Australia )
India

Trent M. Sutton, Ph.D.
Fisheries Science
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Michael C. Swift, Ph.D.
St. Olaf College

John Y. Takekawa, Ph.D.

Director of Bird Conservation
National Audubon Society Science
Division

David Tallmon, Ph.D.

Biology and Marine Biology Program
University of Alaska Southeast

Sherry Tamone, Ph.D.
University of Alaska Southeast

Michael Tedengren, Ph.D.
Department of Ecology
Stockholm University, Sweden

Joerg Tews, Ph.D.
Trailmark Systems (Canada)

Margaret Thayer, Ph.D.
Biology



Field Museum of Natural History, US
William H Thomas Ph.D.

Simon R. Thorrold, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist

Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution

Gene R. Trapp, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus

Dept. Biological Sciences
California State University
Sacramento

Nick Tregenza
Chelonia Ltd.

Andrew Tyre, Ph.D.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Mark C. Urban, Ph.D.
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of Connecticut

James W. Valentine
Professor of Integrative Biology
University of California, Berkeley

M. Jake Vander Zanden, Ph.D.
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Peter D. Vickery, Ph.D.

Raimo Virkkala, Ph.D.
Leading Researcher
Finnish Environment Institute

Frank A. von Hippel

Professor, Department of Biological
Sciences,

University of Alaska Anchorage

Donald A. Walker, Ph.D.
Professor, Institute of Arctic Biology
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Bradley B. Walters, Ph.D.
Professor of Geography &
Environment

Mount Allison University
New Brunswick, Canada

Jon Warrenchuk, M.Sc.
Oceana

Stuart Warter, Ph.D.
Biological Science
California State University
Long Beach

G. J. Wasserburg, Ph.D.

Crafoord Laureate, John
D.MacArthur Prof. (emeritus)
California Institute of Technology

David M. Watson, Ph.D., Professor of
Ecology, Charles Sturt University

Lawrence J. Weider, Ph.D.

Gunter Weller
Professor Emeritus
University of Alaska

Jeffrey Wells, Ph.D.
Science Director
Boreal Songbird Initiative

Jan Marcin Weslawski

Professor, Institute of Oceanology
Polish Academy of Sciences
Sopot, Poland

Dr. Sue Wick
University of Minnesota

Sharon Wilcox, Ph.D.
Ocean Conservancy

Chad Wilsey, Ph.D.
National Audubon Society Science
Division

Jon D. Witman, Ph.D.
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Brown University

Larry L. Wolf, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology, Emeritus
Syracuse University

George M. Woodwell
Director Emeritus
Woods Hole Research Center

Timothy Wootton
Department of Ecology & Evolution
University of Chicago

Bettina Wurche
Biologist and Journalist
Darmstadt, Germany

Camila Azevedo Xavier, M.Sc.
Marine Bioacoustics

Oran R. Young, Ph.D.

Bren School

University of California, Santa
Barbara

Rebecca C. Young, Ph.D.

Steven B. Young, Ph.D.

Yanling Yu, Ph.D.
Oceanography and Arctic Research
University of Washington

Dany Zbinden, M.Sc.
Meériscope Marine Research Station
Canada

Stephan I. Zeeman, Ph.D.
University of New England

Anna M. Zivian, Ph.D.
Ocean Conservancy

Roman Zurek, Ph.D.
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