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Reconstructed Fisheries Catch of the Bahamas, in Metric Tons (t)
1950–2010

Overview
Tourism is the main industry in The Bahamas, but official fisheries data 
cover only commercial fishing. “Catch reconstruction” is an approach 
that supplements official data with information from a broad range of 
sources. This fact sheet presents results and methods from a catch 
reconstruction study of The Bahamas (Smith and Zeller, 2013). 
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Reconstructed Catch by Category, in Metric Tons (t)
1950–2010
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Data Sources for Reconstructed Catch by Category, in Metric Tons
1950–2010
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The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to 
solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, 
analytical approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and 
stimulate civic life. 

The Sea Around Us project is a scientific collaboration 
between the University of British Columbia and The Pew 
Charitable Trusts.
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Tourism

Researchers did a separate analysis for tourism-driven catch. They added the non-resident recreational 
catch to an estimate of tourist consumption of commercial seafood, which was based on a survey they 
conducted of hotels. They estimated a tourism-driven catch of 662,000 metric tons, 75 percent of the 
total catch for The Bahamas.    

Data sourcesCatch Type of fishing

Tourism catch data

Government experts estimated catch at landing sites not covered by 

extrapolated catch from human population data and the per-capita 
commercial catch rate for 1970 to 1975.


