July 28, 2011

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators,

We, the undersigned 246 organizations representing a diverse range of commercial and recreational
fishing associations, commercial seafood dealers, the charter and for-hire industry, fishery dependent
businesses and ocean conservation organizations, collectively urge all Members of Congress to
support the President’s FY 2012 NOAA budget request of $91.5 million for the Expand Annual
Stocks Assessments and Fisheries Statistics line-items. We request that you make these data
collection and analysis line items a top priority in FY 2012.

The National Marine Fisheries Service estimates that U.S. commercial and saltwater recreational
fishing contributes over $160 billion to the economy annually and supports nearly 2 million jobs.
These industries rely on healthy fish populations, which provide food for our tables, offer
recreational opportunities for millions of Americans and sustain jobs and communities on every
coast. Congress should invest in America’s fish populations and fishing businesses by providing the
funding necessary to ensure that managers use the best science possible to guide stewardship of our
ocean fish resources.

Expand Annual Stock Assessments ($67.1 million, as requested)

Stock assessments provide the basic information that scientists use to determine the health of fish
populations. Assessments provide estimates of abundance and catch levels that a fish population can
support. Increased funding will reduce scientific and management uncertainty and will allow
managers to set catch levels and accountability measures that maximize fishing opportunities while
rebuilding those that have been determined to be overfished and maintaining healthy fish
populations.

Fisheries Statistics ($24.4 million, as requested)

The 2006 amendments to the Magnuson Stevens Act required the Agency, within two years, to
improve the quality and accuracy of their primary private angler data collection program. These
amendments led to the establishment of the Marine Recreational Information Program which is
funded primarily through the Fisheries Statistics budget line. Investment of funds for this line item
will improve data on recreational catch levels and participation, and will help scientists to better
estimate recreational fishing mortality and set more accurate catch limits. This program will also
result in more timely decisions that both the regional fishery management councils and the fishing
industry need to improve management and potentially lead to more fishing opportunities.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests. Rarely does such a diverse group of U.S.
stakeholders agree on fishery-related issues, but on the need to adequately fund fisheries data
collection there is no disagreement. If we are going to have abundant fisheries, Congress must
provide the resources to necessary to sustainably manage ocean fish by ensuring that management
decisions are based on timely and accurate information and analysis. The health of America’s ocean
fish populations and the jobs, income, recreation, seafood and communities that they sustain depend
on your investments in FY 2012.

Sincerely,



National:

Wade Blackwood
Executive Director
American Canoe
Association

Delores Milmoe
Conservation Advocate
Audubon Naturalist
Society

Jim Martin
Conservation Director
Berkley Conservation
Institute, Pure Fishing

Carl Safina
President
Blue Ocean Institute

Addie Randall
Partner
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Aaron Adams, Ph.D.
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Trust
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Associate Director of
Advocacy
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Executive Director
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Rob Kramer

President
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Association

Matt Tinning

Executive Director
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Sean Saville
National Field Director
National Audubon Society

Jason M. Patlis
President and CEO
National Marine
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Director, Oceans Program
Natural Resources
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Melinda Hughes-Wert
President
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Program

Ocean Conservancy

Michael Stocker
Director
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Diane Buccheri
Publisher
OCEAN Magazine

Beth Lowell
Federal Policy Director
Oceana

Lee Crockett

Director, Federal Fisheries
Policy

Pew Environment Group
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Campaign Director & Co-
Founder

Pick Up America

Fabien Cousteau
Founder and President
Plant a Fish

Jud Traphagen
Partner
Plough Penny Partners



Paul G. Johnson

State Programs & Policy
Director

Reef Relief

David Jenkins

Vice President for
Government and Political
Affairs

Republicans for
Environmental Protection

Dan Pingaro
Executive Director
Sailors for the Sea

Jamie Pollack
Co-Founder and Director
Shark Savers

Doug Olander
Editor in Chief
Sport Fishing Magazine

Marc A. Yaggi
Interim Executive Director
Waterkeeper Alliance

Randy Repass
Founder and Chairman
West Marine

Alabama:

Tracy Redding
Owner

AAA Charters
Orange Beach, AL

David Walker

Owner/Gulf Coast
professional fisherman
Walker Fishing Fleet Inc.
Andalusia, AL

Alaska:

Dorothy Childers
Program Director
Alaska Marine
Conservation Council
Anchorage, AK

California:

Cynthia D'Vincent
Director

Intersea Foundation
Carmel Valley, CA

Dr. Jan Freiwald
Director

Reef Check California
Pacific Palisades, CA

Will McFarland
Owner

World of Diving
Hermosa Beach, CA

Delaware:

Michael Riska

Executive Director
Delaware Nature Society
Hockessin, DE

District of Columbia:

Dennis Chestnut
Executive Director
Groundwork Anacostia
River DC

Washington, DC

Florida:

Tony Murray
Executive Director
Big Bend Coastal
Conservancy
St. Marks, FL

Alexis Segal
Executive Director
Biscayne Baykeeper
Miami, FL

Clay Colson

Board Director

Citizens for Sanity, Inc.
Pasco, FL

David W. Hartman
President and Dive
Instructor

Fantastic Endeavors
Key Largo, FL

Capt. Dan Kipnis

President

Florida Billfish Inc. & The
Rod & Reel Club, Inc.
Miami Beach, FL

Lindsey Pickel

Coordinator

Florida Coastal and Ocean
Coalition

Tampa, FL

Manley Fuller
Executive Director
Florida Wildlife
Federation
Tallahassee, FL

Donald Waters
Owner/Gulf Coast
Professional Fisherman
FV Hustler, FV Barely
Legal

Pensacola, FL

Wayne Werner
Owner/Operator
FV Seaquest
Alachua, FL



Justin Rieger

Captain

Just-in-Time Charters
Fort Pierce, FL

Linda VVanderveen
President

Hernando Audubon
Brooksville, FL

George Jones

Executive Director
Indian Riverkeeper and
the St. Lucie County
Conservation Alliance
Fort Pierce, FL

Bart Niquet

Owner/Operator
Niquet Fisheries
Lynn Haven, FL

Terry Gibson
President

North Swell Media
Jensen Beach, FL

William Djubin
President

Ocean Rehab Initiative,
Inc.

West Palm Beach, FL

Ryan Floyd

Captain

Off the Bank Charters
Fort Pierce, FL

Ed Tichenor

Executive Director

Palm Beach County Reef
Rescue

Boynton Beach, FL

Dennis Mader

President

People for Protecting the
Peace River

Wauchula, FL

Rae Ann Wessel

Policy Director

Sanibel Captiva
Conservation Foundation
Sanibel, FL

Don Demaria

Owner

Sea Samples
Summerland Key, FL

Staci-lee Sherwood
Volunteer

Sea Turtle Oversight
Protection, Inc.
Boca Raton, FL

David Ulloa
President

Valeo Films, Inc.
Orange Lake, FL

Hawaii:

Rick Gaffney

President

Hawaii Fishing & Boating
Association

Kailua Kona, HI

Lynn Webber
Office Manager
SeaPics.com
Kailua Kona, HI

Louisiana:

Bobby Warren
Captain/Owner
Adventure Charters
Venice, LA

Susan Spicer
Chef/Owner
Bayona/Mondo
Restaurants
New Orleans, LA

John Besh

Chef/Owner

Besh Restaurant Group
New Orleans, LA

Brent Ballay
Captain/Owner

Cast N Blast Venice
Venice, LA

Meredith Ballay
Captain/Owner
Cast N Blast Venice
Venice, LA

Anne Churchill
Chef/Owner
Dega Catering
New Orleans, LA

Cyn Sarthou

Executive Director

Gulf Restoration Network
New Orleans, LA

Donald Link
Chef/Owner

Link Restaurant Group
New Orleans, LA

Rene Dandry
Captain/Owner

Louisiana Delta Outfitters
Venice, LA

Paul Martin

Owner

Paul Martin Property
Management

New Orleans, LA

Paul Arcenaux
Founder

Paul’s Palate Pestos
New Orleans, LA



Michael Pittman
Captain/Owner
Pittman Offshore
Charters

Venice, LA

Ginger Havard
Purchasing Manager
Ralph's on the Park
New Orleans, LA

Captain Boola

Captain

Reel Tite Fishing Charter
Lodge

Venice, LA

Kevin McCrossen
Captain/Owner

Sushi Charters, LLC
Venice, LA

Bill Butler
Captain/Owner
Venice Marina
Venice, LA

Brett Ryan

Captain/Owner

Venice Offshore Charters
Venice, LA

Brandon Ballay
Captain

Venice Outdoors
Venice, LA

Maine:

Zack Klyver

Naturalist

Bar Harbor Whale Watch
Company

Bar Harbor, ME

Capts. Megan and Shawn
Tibbetts

Co-Owners

F/V Miss Megan 11
Wells, ME

Ed Friedman

Chair

Friends of Merrymeeting
Bay

Richmond, ME

Capt. Peter Fallon
Owner

Gillies & Fallon Guide
Service, LLC
Phippsburg, ME

Larry Berberich
Owner

Hook & Gun Guide
Service

Brunswick, ME

Jennifer Litteral
Policy Director
Island Institute
Rockland, ME

Capt. Chester Rowe
Owner

Kennebec River Fishing
Trips

Phippsburg, ME

Landis Hudson
Executive Director
Maine Rivers
Yarmouth, ME

Glen Libby

President and Chairman
Midcoast Fishermen's
Association

Port Clyde, ME

Dave Paul

Owner

Morning Flight Charters
Scarborough, ME

Capt. Todd Jackson
Owner

Penobscot Bay Outfitters
Bath and Searsport, ME

Becky Bartovics
Acting Chair
Sierra Club Maine
Portland, ME

Capt. Todd Stewart
Owner

Trina Lyn Fishing
Charters

Saco, ME

Maryland:

Theaux Le Gardner
Owner

Backwater Angler
Monkton, MD

Gary G. Allen
Executive Director
Center for Chesapeake
Communities
Annapolis, MD

Bill Goldsborough
Senior Scientist
Chesapeake Bay
Foundation
Annapolis, MD

George Wright
President
Choptank River
Lighthouse Society
Cambridge, MD



Todd Dooms
Co-owner &Founder
Doomer's, LLC
Parkville, MD

Brad Heavner

State Director
Environment Maryland
Baltimore, MD

Brian Bartell

Editor in Chief
Maryland Fisherman's
Annual

MD

Ron Henry

Chair

Maryland Sierra Club
College Park, MD

Bob Elwood
President
Potomac River
Association, Inc.
Potomac, MD

Jim Chambers
Founder and Owner
Prime Seafood
Kensington, MD

Sonney Forrest

Captain

Reel Relief Charters

St. John's Creek, Solomons,
MD

Moira Croghan
Executive Director
Sassafras River
Association
Georgetown, MD

Bob Lewis, Joe Anderson
Presidents

St. Mary's River
Watershed Association
St. Mary's City, MD

Wayne Gatling
Captain / Fisherman
Rock Hall, MD

Christopher Diehl
Captain / Fisherman
Patapsco River, MD

Massachusetts:

Antony Cignoli
President

A L Cignoli Company
Springfield, MA

Art Benner

President

Alewives Anonymous
Rochester, MA

David Klotsbach
President

Bach Corp
Plymouth, MA

William Wynne
CEO

Byson Investments
Duxbury, MA

Robert Avilla
General Manager
Capt. John Boats
Plymouth, MA

Jason Cincotti

Principal

Cence Cincotti Strategies
Boston, MA

Peter Shelley
Senior Counsel
Conservation Law
Foundation
Boston, MA

Robert Almond
COO

Full Armor
Boston, MA

Alan Costello
Owner

FV Alyson Marie
Plymouth, MA

Thomas O’Reilly
Owner

FV Karen M.
Plymouth, MA

Kerry Mackin

Executive Director
Ipswich River Watershed
Association

Ipswitch, MA

Jane Lane

Vice President
Johston Associates
Boston, MA

Joseph DiLorenzo
Partner

MD Group
Scituate, MA

Carol Carson
President

New England Coastal
Wildlife Alliance
Middleboro, MA

Boyce Thorne Miller
Science and Policy
Coordinator
Northwest Atlantic
Marine Alliance
Gloucester, MA

Paul O’Sullivan
President

O’Sullivan & Associates
Quincy, MA



Zach Alton

Organizer

Oceana, Massachusetts
Boston, MA

Denis Hanks

Executive Director
Plymouth Area Chamber
of Commerce

Plymouth, MA

Mississippi:

Louis Skrmetta
Captain/Owner

Ship Island Excursions
Gulfport, MS

Tom Becker
Captain/Owner
Skipper Charters
Biloxi, MS

New Jersey:

Doug O’Malley

Field Director
Environment New Jersey
Trenton, NJ

Fred Akers

River Administrator
Great Egg Harbor
Watershed Association
Newtonville, NJ

Mary M. Hamilton
Executive Director
SandyHook SealL ife
Foundation
Medford, NJ

New York:

Bernie Chowdhury
President

Alpha Dive Training
Middletown, NY

Richard Morello
Owner
Angelina's 11
Syosset, NY

Craig Jermin
Executive Chef
Bobby Vans
New York, NY

Adrienne Esposito
Executive Director
Citizens Campaign for the
Environment

Farmingdale, NY

Ralph Towlen

Captain

Coastal Water Guides
Hampton Bays, NY

Mark Marose

Capt and owner
Commercial and
Recreational fisherman
Montauk, NY

Devon George
President
DMV Capital
New York, NY

Mike Misner
Blogger

Eco Ocean
New York, NY

Steve Scarfogliero
Capt and owner

Fish ON Charters
Center Moriches, NY

Paul Greenberg
Author

Four Fish

New York, NY

Jim Pfiffer

Director

Friends of the Chemung
River Watershed
Elmira, NY

Asa Gosman
Owner
Gosmans Dock
Montauk, NY

Margaret Lydecker
Founder

Green Drinks NYC
New York, NY

Peter Rosenthal
Green Festivals
New York, NY

Phillip Musegaas, Esq.
Director / Riverkeeper
Hudson River Program
Ossining, NY

Sam Talbot

Chef

Imperial No Nine
New York, NY

Jack Pollack

President

Integrated Electronic
Systems

New York, NY

Deborah Klughers
President

Keepin it Green/Women
Divers Hall of Fame
recipient

East Hampton, NY

Eric Ripert

Chef and Co-owner
Le Bernadin

New York, NY



Bill Pfeiffer
President

Long Island Divers Assoc.

Nesconset, NY

Murray Fisher
Co-Founder, President
New York Harbor

School/New York Harbor

Foundation
Governors Island, NY

David Blinken

Captain and Fishing Guide

North Flats Guiding
East Hampton, NY

Michael Feld

Founder and President
Ocean Blue Divers
New York, NY

Jud Traphagen

Partner

Plough Penny Partners
New York, NY

Amanda Switzer
Capt and owner
Rise Fishing Co.
East Hampton, NY

Anthony DilLernia
Capt and owner
Rocket Charters
New York, NY

Sean Dimin
Owner

Sea 2 Table
Brooklyn, NY

Joe Isidori

Chef

Southfork Kitchen
Bridgehampton, NY

Kerry Heffernan

Chef

Southgate Restaurant
New York, NY

Stephen J. Scigliano
Owner

Swim and Scuba
Rockville Centre, NY

Regan Santry
Artist for the
Oceans

Texture Prints
Hampton Bays, NY

Linda Gotti
Vice President
The Dive Club
Brentwood, NY

Elisabeth Fiteni
Program Director
The Sustainability

Institute at Molloy College

Farmingdale, NY

Ed Tiedemann
Owner
Tiedemann's Diving
Center

Levittown, NY

Jonathan Fisher
Owner

Urban Angler

New York, NY

Duval Osiris James
Founder

Urban Go Green
Bronx, NY

North Carolina:

Sonya Willis

Owner

Atlantic Beach Seafood
Atlantic Beach , NC

Addie Randall
Partner

Blue Sun Renew and
Sprout Energy
Washington, NC

Elizabeth Chamberlin
Owner

Captain's Landing
Ocracoke Island, NC

Tracie Callahan
Operator

Fish House Restaurant
Frisco, NC

Bob Cox
Owner

Frisco Tackle
Frisco, NC

Vicki Harrison
Owner

Harbor House
SeafoodHatteras, NC

Jim Focht

Owner

Hatteras Jack, Inc.
Hatteras, NC

Ron Watkins

Owner

Jobob’s Trading Post
Rodanthe, NC

Bernard Carroll

Owner

King Neptune
Wrightsville Beach, NC

Will Morgan

Director of Governmental
Affairs

NC Sierra Club

Raleigh, NC



Larry Baldwin

Lower Neuse Riverkeeper
Neuse Riverkeeper
Foundation

New Bern, NC

Alissa Bierma

Upper Neuse Riverkeeper
Neuse Riverkeeper
Foundation

New Bern, NC

Dan Crawford

Director of Governmental
Relations

North Carolina League of
Conservation Voters
Raleigh, NC

Nema Triplett
Manager

Olympus Dive Center
Morehead City, NC

Minta Meekins
Manager

Oregon Inlet Fishing
Center

Manteo, NC

Kelly Jochim
Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper
Pamlico-Tar River
Foundation
Washington, NC

Tony Butler

Partner

Sweetwater Surf Shop
Wrightsville Beach, NC

Gregg Weiss

General Manager
Teach’s Island Bar &
Grill Hatteras, NC

Steve Hissey

Owner

The Roost Bait and Tackle
Hatteras, NC

Bill McCaskill
Owner

Whalebone Tackle
Nags Head, NC

Tess Sanders
Executive Director and
Riverkeeper

White Oak-New
Riverkeeper Alliance
Jacksonville, NC

Ohio:

Cheryl Patterson
Owner

Deep Blue Adventures
Swanton, OH

Oregon:

Nina Bell, J.D.

Executive Director
Northwest Environmental
Advocates

Portland, OR

Pennsylvania:

Stan Kotala, M.D.
Conservation Chair
Juniata Valley Audubon
Hollidaysburg, PA

Adam Garber

Field Director
PennEnvironment
Philadelphia, PA

Rhode Island:

Roland St.John

Owner

Big Blue Aquatic Gifts
Tiverton, RI

Jonathan Stone
Executive Director
Save The Bay
Providence, RI

Charlie Donilon
Owner and Captain
Snapper Charters
Wakefield, RI

South Carolina:

Dana Beach

Executive Director
South Carolina Coastal
Conservation League
Charleston, SC

Texas:

Michael Miglini
Board Member
Charter Fishermen’s
Association

Corpus Christi, TX

Scott Hickman
Owner and Operator
Circle H Outfitters
Galveston, TX

Luke Metzger
Director
Environment Texas
Austin, TX

Captain Shannon LaBauve
Owner and Operator
Geaux Fishing Charters
Houston, TX



Captain Darrell Hingle
Owner and Operator
Hingle's Guide Service
Galveston, TX

Captain Mike Segall
Owner and Operator
Reel Threel Saltwater
Charters

Galveston, TX

Evonn Caraway
Operations Manager
Underwater Expeditions
Freeport, TX

Bill Shaw

President

Wm. Shaw & Associates
Houston, TX

Khair uz Zaman
Owner

Z Works Design Build
Houston, TX

Kevin Strickland
Owner

Ziggy's Bar + Grill
Houston, TX

Vermont:

Charles Browne
Executive Director
Fairbanks Museum &
Planetarium

St. Johnsbury, VT

John V. Dolan
President

Vermont Institute of
Natural Science
Quechee, VT

Elizabeth Courtney
Exec Dir

Vermont Natural
Resources Council
Montpelier, VT

Paul Burns
Exec Dir
VPIRG
Montpelier, VT

Virginia:

Bethina Essert
Owner

Alchemy Redefined
Norfolk, VA

Jesse Scaccia
Owner

Alt Daily
Norfolk, VA

William Cox

Owner

And Design Collective
Virginia Beach, VA

Bruce Johnson
President

Audubon Society of
Northern Virginia
Reston, VA

Bev Sell

5 Point Norfolk Farm
Market

Norfolk, VA

Romayne Byrum
Owner

Batten Bay Farm
Virginia Beach, VA

Lyn Cherry

Owner

Beach Flavor
Virginia Beach, VA

Jessica Whitaker
Owner

Bull Dog Beads
Virginia Beach, VA

Dan Boyle

Manager

Central VA Wind Energy
and Manufacturing
Charlottesville, VA

Michael Cherry

Owner

Cherry Brothers Railing
Company

Virginia Beach, VA

Pat Okerland

Chair

Chesapeake for Change
Chesapeake, VA

Kent Baake

Owner

Continuum Energy
Solutions
Richmond, VA

Kara Morisette

Manager

Counseling Interventions
Virginia Beach, VA

Laura Wood-Harbor
Restaurants and Hospitality
Green Advisor

Greener Results Virginia
and

Owner

Croc's Eco-Bistro
Richmond, VA

Frederick Perry
Owner
Dominion Fuels
Hampton, VA



Scott Barta

Owner

Echelon Pavers
Virginia Beach, VA

Christina Trapani
Owner

Eco Maniac
Norfolk, VA

Brian Van Sande
President

Float Fishermen of
Virginia

Roanoke, VA

Bill Tanger

Chairman

Friends of the Rivers of
Virginia

Roanoke, VA

Amelia Baker
Owner

Green Alternatives
Norfolk, VA

Randy Gilliland
Director

Green Jobs Alliance
Hampton, VA

Zac Jungers

Director

Hampton Roads Green
Drinks and Green
Caffeine

Hampton, VA

Tyler Joran

Owner

ModTra Corp
Virginia Beach, VA

Joe Cook

Virginia Organizer
MoveOn.Org-Hampton
Roads

Norfolk, VA

Tench Phillips

Owner

Naro Expanded Cinemas
Norfolk, VA

Courtney Simmons
President

Nuckols Tree Care
Virginia Beach, VA

Stephen Zawisa Jr.
Owner

Ocean Eagle Kayak
Adventures
Virginia Beach, VA

Jessica Riehl

Owner

Riehl Photography and
Green Irene
Chesapeake, VA

Duane Thompson
Owner

Sabrosa Foods
Norfolk, VA

Jeff Kelble

Riverkeeper

Shenandoah Riverkeeper
Boyce, VA

Richard Good

Owner

Solar Services-Virginia
Beach

Virginia Beach, VA

Stephen Hoots

Owner

Stephen Hoots
Contracting

Virginia Beach, VA
Richard Hahn

Owner

Sunrise Solar and Wind
Norfolk, VA

Tom Robatham
Owner

Treehouse Magazine
Norfolk, VA

Nathan Lott

Executive Director
Virginia Conservation
Network

Richmond, VA

Washington:

Cleve Steward
Executive Director
Sustainable Fisheries
Foundation
Snohomish, WA



