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6.8 Philadelphia is a majority-fat city, although
that doesn’t make it any different than the rest of
the country. About 680,000 adults are overweight
or obese, according to this 2008 survey by PHMC.
It amounts to 64 percent of residents over the age
of 18.

6.9 While smoking is on the decline nationally,
it appears to be on the rise in Philadelphia. More
than one in four adults in the city smoke, and the
number of smokers increased between 2000 and
2008, according to the PHMC surveys.

6.10 The number of identified cases of high
blood pressure and diabetes has climbed in this
decade. As of 2008, there were 522,240 Phila-
delphians diagnosed with these conditions.

6.11 According to the PHMC, there has been 
a significant rise in asthma cases reported. The
data indicates there were 47,000 children with
asthma in 2000 and 80,000 in 2008.

6.12 These two lines tell an encouraging story.
The number of people diagnosed with AIDS con-
tinues to decline. Because of advances in treat-
ment, the number of people with AIDS who are
still living is increasing. In addition to the cases
listed, there were 6,659 persons who were HIV
positive in 2007. 
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6.10 C H R O N I C  H E A L T H  C O N D I T I O N S
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

i.1. U.S. Bureau of the Census, American
Community Survey (sample surveys taken
2005–2007); Pew Charitable Trusts’ Phila-
delphia Research Initiative (PRI) public opin-
ion survey (conducted January 2–19, 2009
among a random sample of 1,600 Phila-
delphia residents, age 18 and older; the 
margin of error is plus or minus 2.5 percent-
age points). 

i.2. PRI survey, January 2009.

i.3. PRI survey, January 2009.

i.4. PRI survey, January 2009.

i.5. U.S. Bureau of the Census.

C H A P T E R  1
J O B S  &  T H E  E C O N O M Y

1.1. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Mid-
Atlantic Office. These numbers represent
non-farm employment and are not seasonally
adjusted.  

1.2. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

1.3. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The
2008 figures are preliminary.

1.4. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The
base year used is 2001, as there were no
county-by-county figures for 2000; the 2008
figures are preliminary.

1.5. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2000–
2008. The 2008 figure is the average through
December. The figures are not seasonally
adjusted.

1.6. U.S. Bureau of the Census, American
Community Survey, 2000 and 2007. The fig-
ures are not adjusted for inflation.

1.7. District of Columbia, Office of the Chief
Financial Officer, Tax Rates & Tax Burdens—
A Nationwide Comparison, August 2008. The
study analyzes tax burdens in the largest city
in each of the 50 states.

1.8. District of Columbia, Office of the Chief
Financial Officer, Tax Rates & Tax Burdens—
A Nationwide Comparison, August 2008. 

1.9. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Building
Permits, 1996 through December 15, 2008.
The Bureau uses data supplied by the
Philadelphia Department of Licenses and
Inspections.

1.10. Kevin Gillen, The Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania, Real Estate
Department, provided analysis of home 
sale prices.

C H A P T E R  2  
C R I M E  &  P U N I S H M E N T

2.1. Pennsylvania State Police, Uniform
Crime Reports for Philadelphia County;
Philadelphia Police Department, Office of
Research, 2008.

2.2. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
Uniform Crime Reports 1970–2007;
Pennsylvania State Police, Uniform Crime
Reports 1970-2007; Philadelphia Police
Department, Office of Research, 2008. 

2.3. FBI Uniform Crime Reports. The aver-
age for the 2000s represents the period 
from 2000 through 2008.

2.4. Philadelphia Department of Public
Health, Division of Vital Statistics, Vital
Statistics Report, 2005. The data for the
2000s covers the period from 2000 through
2004, the most recent data available.

2.5. FBI Uniform Crime Reports, 2000–2007.

2.6. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
annual budgets for 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985,
1990, 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2008. The num-
bers represent filled, full-time positions of
uniformed police. Civilian employees of the
police department are excluded.

2.7. Philadelphia Prison System. Average
daily population, 2000 through 2008.

2.8. Philadelphia Police Department, 
Office of Research; Administrator’s Office 
of the First Judicial District; Philadelphia
Prison System; Pennsylvania Department of
Corrections census. All data as of December
31, 2008.

2.9. PRI survey, January 2009.

2.10. Philadelphia Police Department, Office
of Research, for the period from January 1
through December 31, 2008.

C H A P T E R  3
E D U C AT I O N

3.1. Pennsylvania Department of Education.
Until 2005, the tests were given only to stu-
dents in grades 5, 8 and 11. Grade 3 was
added in 2006. Grades 4, 6 and 7 were
added in 2007. These are the combined
scores of all test takers.

3.2. PRI survey, January 2009. Number of
parents interviewed was 325. Margin of error
is plus or minus 5.5 percent.

3.3. PRI survey, January 2009. Responses
from public school parents only. 

3.4. City of Philadelphia, Mayor’s Office of
Education.

3.5. Ruth Curran Neild and Robert Balfanz,
Unfulfilled Promise: The Dimensions and
Characteristics of Philadelphia’s Dropout 

Crisis (Philadelphia Youth Network, The Johns
Hopkins University, and University of Penn-
sylvania, 2006). Data is for the Class of 2003.

3.6. U.S. Bureau of the Census, American
Community Survey, 2007.

3.7. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Public
Education Finances 2006, issued 2008.

3.8. The School District of Philadelphia
Five-Year Plan. 

3.9. Data drawn from school profiles com-
piled by the School District of Philadelphia.

3.10. Pennsylvania Department of Education.
Schools with fewer than 10 students taking
the SAT Reasoning Test were excluded.

C H A P T E R  4  
C I T Y  G O V E R N M E N T

4.1. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
annual budgets 2001 and 2008, adjusted for
inflation using the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
from U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI for all
Urban Consumers, U.S. Cities Avg. 2001-2008.
The inflation multiplier was 19.3 percent.

4.2. PRI survey, January 2009.

4.3. City of Philadelphia Five-Year Plan,
2009–2013. Total exceeds 100 percent
because of rounding. The taxes listed include
the following: 

Wage Tax: The current rate is 3.93 percent for
city residents and 3.5 percent for suburban
residents who work in the city. 

Net Profits: This is tax paid mostly by self-
employed workers who do not pay the
wage tax.

Business Privilege Taxes: These consist of a
6.45 percent tax on net income and a 0.14
percent tax on gross receipts.

Real Estate: The city’s property tax brings in
about $1.1 billion a year, with 60 percent
of it going to the school district.

Real Estate Transfer Tax: The 4 percent tax is
levied on the sale price of every property.
The city gets 3 percent and the state 1
percent. Fueled by a housing boom, rev-
enue from this tax increased from $77 
million in 2001 to $185 million in 2008.

Sales Tax: The sales tax in Philadelphia is 7
percent, with 6 percent going to the state
and 1 percent to the city. The city share is
used to help pay off bonds sold in the
early 1990s to help the city out of financial
difficulties.

Misc. Taxes: Two taxes bring in most of the
money. One is the amusement tax, a 5 per-
cent tax imposed on every ticket sold. The
other is a 20 percent parking tax levied on
motorists who use pay garages and lots.

Other income: In 2008, the city received
$518 million in grants and subsidies from
the state of Pennsylvania and $186 million
from the federal government.SO
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4.4. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
Quarterly Managers Report, June 30, 2008.
Departments and agencies within categories
determined by the PRI.

4.5. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
Quarterly Managers Report, June 30, 2001
and June 30, 2008.

4.6. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
Quarterly Managers Reports, 2000–2008; City
of Philadelphia Five-Year Plan for 2009–2013.

4.7. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance
Quarterly Managers Report for 2001–2008.

4.8. PRI survey, January 2009.

4.9. City of Philadelphia, Office of Finance,
Quarterly Managers Report, June 30, 2008.

4.10. Southeastern Pennsylvania Transpor-
tation Authority (SEPTA), Office of Public
Information.

4.11. Philadelphia International Airport,
Office of Public Information.

C H A P T E R  5  
A R T S  &  C U LT U R E

5.1. The Pennsylvania Cultural Data Project
(CDP); Philadelphia Phillies; Philadelphia
Flyers; Philadelphia 76ers; Philadelphia
Eagles. Of the 224 organizations that sup-
plied data to the CDP, 75 were for FY2006
and 149 were for FY2007. Data on sports
attendance is from 2007.

Using CDP information, the PRI determined
the categories and assigned the groups, 
institutions, venues and schools according 
to their principal missions; for example, the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, which has many
educational programs and shows films, is list-
ed under museums. Following is a list of the
groups included in the CDP and their cate-
gories as determined by PRI:

Arts Groups and Schools
40th St. Artist-in-Residence

Allens Lane Art Center

Ars Nova Workshop

Art Sanctuary

Art-Reach

Center for Emerging Visual Artists

COSACOSA art at large, Inc.

Design Center at Philadelphia University

Foundation for Self-Taught American Artists

Gas & Electric Arts

Kardon Institute for Arts Therapy

Moore College of Art and Design

Philadelphia Art Alliance

Poets and Prophets, Inc.

Studio Incamminati

The Arts & Spirituality Center

University City Arts League

Vox Populi

Arts and Culture Service Organizations
African Cultural Alliance of North America

Al-Bustan Seeds of Culture

Arts & Business Council of Greater
Philadelphia

Asian Arts Initiative

Bainbridge House, Inc.

BuildaBridge

Chinese American Women’s Sisterhood
Society of Philadelphia

Community Education Center

Conservation Center for Art and Historic
Artifacts

Fairmount Park Art Association

Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

Greater Philadelphia Overseas Chinese
Association

Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing
Corporation

Institute for the Arts in Education

Moonstone, Inc.

NetworkArts

Old City Arts Association

Peregrine Arts, Inc.

Philadelphia Community Arts Network

Philadelphia Mural Arts Advocates

Raices Culturales Latinoamericanas

Senior Artists Initiative

Slought Foundation

Southeastern Cherokee Confederacy of PA

Taller Puertorriqueño, Inc.

The Colonial Dames of America, Chapter II

The German Society of Pennsylvania

Trinity Center for Urban Life

Village of Arts and Humanities

West Park Cultural and Opportunity Center

West Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

Young Audiences of Eastern Pennsylvania, Inc.

Crafts 
Clay Studio

Fabric Workshop and Museum

Philadelphia Folklore Project

Philadelphia Guild of Hand Weavers

Philagrafika

The Print Center

Wood Turning Center

Dance 
American Ballet Competition Dance Affiliates

Anne-Marie Mulgrew and Dancers Company

BalletX

Dancefusion

Danse4Nia Repertory Ensemble, Inc.

Eleone Dance Theatre

Flamenco Ole

Group Motion Dance Company

Hatch Dance Theater

Headlong Dance Theater

International Ballet Exchange

Jeanne Ruddy Dance

Koresh Dance Company

Kulu Mele African American Dance Ensemble

Kun-Yang Lin/Dancers

Leah Stein Dance Company

Melanie Stewart Dance Theatre

Miro Dance Theatre

Nichole Canuso Dance Company

Pasion y Arte

Pennsylvania Ballet Association

Philadanco

Philadelphia Civic Ballet Company

Philadelphia Dance Projects

PIMA Group

Rebecca Davis Dance Company

Relache, Inc.

Susan Hess Modern Dance

Tania Isaac Dance

The Rock School of Ballet

Festivals
Odunde, Inc.

215 Festival

First Person Arts

PGLTF, Inc. (Gay Pride Festival)

Philadelphia Live Arts Festival and 
Philly Fringe

The Bach Festival of Philadelphia, Inc.

Film and Broadcast 
WXPN-FM

International House Philadelphia

Philadelphia Independent Film and 
Video Association

WHYY, Inc.

WYBE Public Television

Historical Groups and Sites
American Women’s Heritage Society, Inc.

Cliveden of the National Trust

Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion

Elfreth’s Alley Association

Fair Hill Burial Ground

Fairmount Park Historic Preservation 
Trust, Inc.

Friends of Laurel Hill Cemetery

Historic Philadelphia, Inc.

Philadelphia Society for the Preservation 
of Landmarks

Preservation Alliance for Greater 
Philadelphia

Stenton

Woodlands Trust for Historic Preservation

Wyck Association

Horticultural/Zoos 
Awbury Arboretum Association

John Bartram Association

Morris Arboretum of the University of
Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education

The Philadelphia Zoo
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Music
1807 & Friends

Academy of Vocal Arts

Anna Crusis Women’s Choir

Astral Artists

Bowerbird

Center City OperaTheater, Inc.

Chamber Music Now!

Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia

Choral Arts Society of Philadelphia

Commonwealth Youthchoirs

Crossroads Music

CultureWorks

Curtis Institute of Music

Delius Society-Philadelphia Branch, Inc.

Encore Series, Inc.

Georgia E. Gregory Interdenominational
School Of Music

Institute of Contemporary Art

Intercultural Journeys

International Opera Theater, Inc.

Kimmel Center, Inc.

Latin Fiesta, Inc.

Mann Center for the Performing Arts

Mendelssohn Club of Philadelphia

Musicopia

Network for New Music, Inc.

New Sounds Music, Inc.

Opera Company of Philadelphia

Orchestra 2001

Philadelphia Boys Choir & Chorale

Philadelphia Chamber Music Society

Philadelphia Classical Symphony

Philadelphia Orchestra Association

Philadelphia Singers

Philadelphia Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra

Piffaro, The Renaissance Band

Settlement Music School

Singing City

Tempesta di Mare, Inc.

Temple University Music Preparatory Division

Warriors of a Wonderful Sound, Inc.

Museums
Academy of Natural Sciences

ACES Museum

African American Museum in Philadelphia

American Philosophical Society

American Swedish Historical Museum

Athenaeum of Philadelphia

Atwater Kent Museum of Philadelphia

Chemical Heritage Foundation

Civil War and Underground Railroad Museum
of Philadelphia

The Franklin 

Galleries at Moore College of Art and Design

Gershman Y of the JCCs of Greater
Philadelphia

Independence Seaport Museum

Library Company of Philadelphia

National Constitution Center

National Liberty Museum

National Museum of American Jewish History

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts

Philadelphia Camp, Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War

Philadelphia Museum of Art

Please Touch Museum

Polish American Cultural Center

Rosenbach Museum & Library

Samuel S. Fleisher Art Memorial

The Mütter Museum

The Rosenwald-Wolf Gallery

The University of the Arts Galleries

University of Pennsylvania Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology

Wagner Free Institute of Science

Woodmere Art Museum

Theater
1812 Productions

American Historical Theatre

American Music Theater Festival, Inc. (Prince
Music Theater)

Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

Arden Theatre Company

Azuka Theatre Collective

B. Someday Productions

Brat Productions

Curio Theatre Company

EgoPo Productions

Flashpoint Theatre Company

Hotel Obligado

Images of the Motherland-Interactive Theatre

InterAct Theatre Company

Lantern Theater Company

Mum Puppettheatre

New Generation Drama Guild

New Liberty Productions

New Paradise Laboratories

Painted Bride Art Center

Philadelphia Shakespeare Festival

Philadelphia Theatre Company

Philadelphia Young Playwrights

Pig Iron Theatre Company

PlayPenn

Scrap Performance Group

Shakespeare in Clark Park

Simpatico Theatre Project

Society Hill Playhouse Center for the
Performing Arts, Inc.

Sounds of Liberty

Spiral Q Puppet Theater, Inc.

Theatre Alliance of Greater Philadelphia

Theatre Exile

VSA arts of Pennsylvania/Amaryllis 
Theatre Company

Walnut Street Theatre

Wilma Theater

5.2. PRI survey, January 2009. 

5.3. PRI analysis of Cultural Data Project
data for 2006 or 2007, as available.

5.4. The founding dates for the listed insti-
tutions were obtained from their Web sites.

5.5. PRI analysis of Cultural Data Project
data for 2006 or 2007.

5.6. PRI analysis of Cultural Data Project
data for 2006 or 2007.

5.7. PRI analysis of Cultural Data Project
data for 2006 or 2007.

C H A P T E R  6
H E A LT H  &  W E L FA R E

6.1. U.S. Bureau of the Census, American
Community Survey; Pennsylvania Department
of Public Welfare. The number is a monthly
average of people receiving public assistance
in each year listed.

6.3. U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000. 
New data at the zip-code level will not be
available until after the 2010 census.

6.4. U.S. Bureau of the Census, American
Community Survey, 2007. 

6.5 PRI survey, January 2009.

6.6. Public Health Management Corpor-
ation’s (PHMC) Southeastern Pennsylvania
Household Health Survey, a telephone survey
of more than 10,000 households that examines
the health and social well-being of residents 
in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and
Philadelphia counties. The survey is conducted
as part of PHMC’s Community Health Data
Base, using data for Philadelphia only.

6.7. PHMC 2008 survey, with data extracted
for Philadelphia only. Boundaries are planning
districts determined by the Philadelphia
Planning Commission.

6.8. PHMC 2008 survey; National Center for
Health Statistics, 2004.

6.9. PHMC surveys, 2000 and 2008;
Centers for Disease Control, 2007.

6.10. PHMC survey data, 2000 and 2008;
Centers for Disease Control, 2007; National
Center for Health Statistics, 2004.

6.11. PHMC survey, 2008.

6.12. Philadelphia Department of Health,
Philadelphia HIV/AIDS Epidemiological
Update, 2007.
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