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70% 70%

54%

Support by Party Affiliation

Democrats Independents Republicans

conflicting interests, most voters in both states are predisposed to view the government as 
an honest broker in rebuilding fish stocks. 

7. Independents aligned with Democrats in their 
support of change 

Given that Democrats and unaffiliated voters together 
comprise the vast majority of the electorate in both 
Maine and Massachusetts, it is significant that 
Independents side overwhelmingly with Democrats on 
this particular issue. Democrats and Independents alike 
are more likely than Republicans to be aware of the 
problem, to consider the problem serious, and to 
consider it a priority to address.  

 

 

Methodology: The survey was conducted by telephone, among a random sample of 750 voters in Maine and 
Massachusetts (375 in each state), over a seven day period that began on April 16, 2009. For the purposes of 
this poll, a “voter” was any adult 18+ who answered “Yes” to the following question: “To the best of your 
recollection, did you vote in the last election, in November 2008?” The margin of error for the total sample is 
+/- 3.6 percentage points. The complete questionnaire and a more detailed description of study method are 
available from the Pew Environment Group upon request. 

 


