No Time to Vote:
Challenges Facing America's Overseas Military Voters

Massachusetts

Massachusetts sends out blank ballots to its overseas military voters on October 14, which is later than every other
state except Rhode Island. While Massachusetts allows military voters abroad to request ballots by fax, the state
requires that ballots be sent to and returned from these voters by postal mail. Because the time needed for ballots to ‘
travel by mail takes longer than the time Massachusetts provides in its process, its military voters abroad would need
at least 27 additional days to have enough time to vote.
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Massachusetts could follow the lead of 32 other states and send blank ballots to overseas military voters by fax, e-mail or other
electronic means (such as through a Web site). This change would help voters get their ballots much faster and give them more time
to return their completed ballots by postal mail. Still, even with that reform, the state’s military voters abroad would have a cushion of
fewer than five days to accommodate any delays in the process—putting them at risk of not having enough time to vote. To help
address this problem, Massachusetts could send out blank ballots to voters earlier in the process, extend the deadline by which
completed ballots must be received to be counted or a combination of the two steps that will add at least 27 days to the process.
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