No Time to Vote:
Challenges Facing America's Overseas Military Voters

California

To ensure their votes will arrive in time to be counted, overseas military voters from California must return their

completed ballots by fax. Electronic submission affords these voters enough time to vote, but it also puts the security /

and privacy of their ballots at risk. California’s overseas military voters could avoid those concerns by returning their //
ballots using regular postal mail—but then they would not meet the state’s deadlines to have their ballots counted. Time to Vote But
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California already allows blank ballots to be faxed to overseas military voters so that they get their election materials much faster. Since
these voters may not have easy access to fax machines, the state could consider sending blank ballots by e-mail or other electronic
means (such as through a Web site). To enable these voters to return completed ballots by postal mail, rather than fax, in time to have
their votes count, California would need to send out its ballots earlier, extend the deadline by which completed ballots must be
received to be counted or a combination of the two steps that will add at least three days to the process.
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