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		Overview

	

Pew’s Economic Mobility Project focuses public attention on the ability to move up or down the economic ladder within a lifetime or from one generation to the next. By forging broad, nonpartisan agreement on the facts and drivers of mobility, the project fosters policy debate and action on how best to improve economic opportunity and ensure that the American Dream is kept alive for future generations.		
				Why Economic Mobility Matters

				For more than two centuries, economic opportunity and upward mobility have formed the foundation of the American Dream, and they remain at the core of our nation's identity. As policy makers seek to foster equality of opportunity, it’s critical that their decisions be informed by a robust and nonpartisan fact base on economic mobility.   

				Factors that Help or Hinder Economic Mobility

				Economic mobility is influenced by a variety of factors including education, neighborhoods, savings, and family structure. Pew also strives to understand differences in mobility by income, race, and gender.

				How We Conduct Our Work

				Pew conducts research on economic mobility to inform policy makers and the public debate. We look at questions such as: How do children's opportunities to achieve the American Dream compare to those of their parents? To what extent is mobility affected by wealth, gender, race, and education? How do people’s mobility prospects differ depending on where they live?
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								Project Update
	Economic Mobility Policy


							January 22, 2014
							 

						

						
							Economic Mobility and the State of the Union

							In his upcoming State of the Union address, President Barack Obama is likely to mention an issue with broad agreement in Congress and the nation: strengthening the connection between opportunity and economic mobility. More
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							Mobility and the Metropolis

							This report shows that neighborhoods play an important role in determining a family’s prospects of moving up the economic ladder.  More
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							Moving On Up

							A new report examines the traits of Americans who are able to move up from their starting place at the bottom of the income ladder. More
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								Interactive
	Economic Mobility
	Family Structure


							September 17, 2013
							 

						

						
							Faces of Economic Mobility

							When it comes to economic mobility, which families are likely to fare better than their parents? We invite you to explore this interactive tool as it reveals the traits of families that experience upward mobility and, conversely, those that find themselves stuck in their positions on—or falling down—the economic ladder. More
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                Los Angeles Times: Obama's Speech to Focus on Income Inequality and Social Mobility

            
                In his State of the Union address Tuesday night, President Obama will try to recharge his presidency by discussing the expansive divide between rich and poor in America. It's a crucial issue, and one with no easy solutions. 
                    more
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                Fox News: Exploring the Social Fabric of Income Inequality

            
                Erin Currier, director of economic mobility at Pew, was featured in a Fox News report on income inequality. 
                    more
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                Worcester Telegram and Gazette: Moving, Up and Down

            
                A new study on income mobility is likely to be shunned by both Democrats and Republicans, because it contradicts the conventional wisdom that Americans today are less likely to move up the economic ladder than their parents were. 
                    more
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                Detroit Free Press: On the Short End of the Growing Income Gap Middle Class Pinches Pennies

            
                
Income inequality is as much about income instability for many families. The war on poverty in 1964 involved engineering ways to rescue families out of very dire situations. Now, the battle lines have moved, and even the middle class feels more under siege. The challenge today is what can be done to enable families to gain ground and move ahead economically.
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                Spotlight on Poverty: Making Economic Mobility a Priority

            
                Economic opportunity and upward mobility have formed the foundation of the American Dream for centuries and remain at the core of our nation’s identity. 
                    more
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					Travis Plunkett

					Senior Director, Family Economic Security
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					Erin Currier

					Director | Economic Mobility
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					Diana Elliott

					Officer, Research | Economic Mobility
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					Video: Measuring Economic Mobility

				

			


		This video animates the differences between two important measures of economic mobility.
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	Andrea Risotto
                            Officer, Communications
                            workTel: 202.540.6510  
                            Email: arisotto@pewtrusts.org
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                                            Select a State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
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												Jeremy Ratner
												Director, Communications
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                            Receive the latest news and research from The Pew Charitable Trusts on the issues and states you care about.
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