
 

Re-Building our National Parks 
 

March 5, 2018 
 

Dear Member of Congress: 
 

As engineers, architects, planners, landscape architects, and trade and professional associations, we are 

deeply aware of the need to maintain our nation’s infrastructure, including the roads, trails, historic 

structures, and visitor centers that make safe, memorable, and learning experiences out of travelling to 

America’s national parks.  
 

Unfortunately, after decades of unreliable funding, the National Park Service (NPS) has an infrastructure 

repair backlog estimated at $11.6 billion (FY 2017), half of which consists of roads, bridges, and tunnels. 

Without these amenities, visitors would be hindered in getting to special places like Old Faithful in 

Yellowstone National Park, Cadillac Mountain in Acadia National Park, and Little Round Top at 

Gettysburg National Military Park. Deferred maintenance affects almost every national park site across the 

country, and includes crucial repairs to aging buildings and historical structures, electrical, water, 

mechanical, and plumbing systems, and other infrastructure that is vital to keeping parks accessible and safe 

for visitors.    
 

A recent study indicates that investment in NPS’ maintenance backlog has the potential to create or support 

over 110,000 quality jobs in the infrastructure industry. These jobs could likely benefit contractors, 

manufacturers, and tradespeople located in communities adjacent to national parks and in surrounding 

areas. We urge you to provide dedicated annual federal funding to address deferred maintenance in national 

parks and to ensure that NPS receives significant resources for deferred maintenance in any potential 

national infrastructure proposal.  
 

Rebuilding and fixing the National Park System will help to employ thousands of American workers, 

support continued tourism and economic development in hundreds of park gateway communities, and 

ensure that our national treasures are preserved for generations to come.   
 

Sincerely, 
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