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Definitions 

Neighborhood poverty was determined with 2009-13 five-
year estimates from the American Community Survey:  

 

• Low-poverty neighborhoods; 5% or fewer residents in 
poverty 

• Medium-poverty neighborhoods; 5.01 to 24.99% of 
residents in poverty 

• High-poverty neighborhoods; 25% of residents in 
poverty 
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Key Findings 

• Not all residents of high-poverty neighborhoods are 
low income.  

• Not surprisingly, those living in low-poverty 
neighborhoods are more financially stable. 

• Low-income residents in low-poverty neighborhoods 
tend to have more financial security than similar 
households in higher-poverty communities.  

• Regardless of income, neighborhood poverty matters 
for financial security.  
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Conclusion 

• High-poverty neighborhoods, while not exclusively 
composed of low-income households, are 
characterized by greater financial instability than more 
prosperous areas.  

• This is true even when controlling for other economic 
factors, indicating that American families’ local 
surroundings are critical to their financial security. 
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CFED (Corporation for 

Enterprise Development) 

empowers individuals and 

families to build and 

preserve assets by 

advancing policies and 

strategies that help them 

go to college, buy a home, 

start a business, and save 

for now and for the 

future. 

Identify Good Ideas: CFED’s research 

finds ideas with potential for making the 

economy work for everyone, particularly 

those on the margins. 

Develop partnerships: CFED works 

in partnership with diverse 

organizations across the country to 

promote lasting change. 

Bring Them to Scale: CFED brings 

together community practice, public 

policy and private markets to achieve 

the greatest economic impact.  

We combine the vision of 

a think tank with real-

world experience to: 
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AssetsandOpportunity.org 
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61 Measures; 69 Policies 
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Predatory Small-

Dollar Lending 

Protections 

 

Retirement Savings 

 

 

Microbusiness 

Support 

 

Minimum Wage 

 

 

First-time 

Homebuyer 

Assistance  

 

 

Early Education 

Access 

 

College Savings 

Incentives 

Medicaid Expansion 

 

Simplified 

Procedures for 

CHIP Enrollment 

61 Measures; 69 Policies 
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 New Data  

 Strong Coalitions & Partnerships  

 Targeted Program & Policy Agendas 

Advancing financial security with: 
 



FamilyAssetsCount.org 
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 Check out our recording on how to use the 
Assets & Opportunity Scorecard 

 

 Stay up to date! Join the Assets and 
Opportunity Network 

 

 2016 Assets Learning Conference  
 Sept. 28-30, DC 

 

 

Resources 





Top 5 Cities 
San Jose (10.8%) 

San Francisco 

Washington DC 

Seattle 

Salt Lake City 

Bottom 5 Cities 
Indianapolis 

Dayton 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Charlotte (4.4%) 

Charlotte 50
th

 Out 50 Cities 



What We Have 

Learned So Far… 



5 Opportunity Predictors 



We Are Segregated 

by race and ethnicity 



Responding 

Together 



 

Individual 

 What in our community 

network of 

resources/programs/su

pport most creates or 

constrains opportunity?   

 What are the attributes of individuals   

      that the Task Force hopes to impact?   

 Hopes/Aspirations 

 Skills/Preparedness 

 Connectedness/Social Capital 

 Resilience/Grit 

 Housing 

 Education 

 Criminal Justice 

 Segregation 

 Cultural Values/Norms 

 Explicit/Implicit Bias 

 Exclusion/Inclusion 

 Hiring Practices 

 Income Inequality/Wages 

 What about families 

most  creates or 

constrains opportunity?   

 Family Structure 

 Family Traditions/Values 

 Family Planning 

 Family Income 

 Parenting Skills/Resources 

 What are systemic or 

underlying forces and 

structures that most                          

create or constrain 

opportunity? 

 Neighborhood Characteristics 

 Education Programs 

 Life-Skills Programs 

 Criminal Justice Programs 

 Workforce Development 

Programs 

 Faith Community 

 Business Community 

 

A Layered Approach 



Successes & Challenges 

• Public/Private 
Partnership 

• National & local 
research 

• Diverse task force 

• Broad community 
understanding 

• Rich dialogue 

 

• Task force selection 

• “Politics” 

• Agreement about 
“who” we’re targeting 

• Community 
engagement 

• Defining the long-term 
goal 

Successes Challenges 



Engaging the 

Community 



3 Things 

You Can Do 

Right Now 

1. SIGN UP on the website at www.opportunitycharmeck.org 

 

 

2. FOLLOW the Opportunity Task Force on Facebook and Twitter 

 

 

3.  SHARE what you’ve learned today 

 

http://www.opportunitycharmeck.org
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Carrie S. Cihak, King County Executive’s Office 
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Life Expectancy 

Data Source: WA State 
Department of Health Death 
Certificates and Vital statistics. 

Tobacco Use 

Data Source: Behavioral  
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Frequent Mental Distress 

Data Source: Behavioral  
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Obesity 

Data Source: Behavioral 
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Diabetes 

Data Source: Behavioral  
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Adverse Childhood Experiences 

Data Source: Behavioral  
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Lack of Physical Activity 

Data Source: Behavioral  
Risk Factor Surveillance System  

Preventable Hospitalization 

Data Source:  
Comprehensive Hospital Abstract 
Reporting System (CHARS); WA State 
Department of Health; and the 
American Community Survey (ACS), 
Census Bureau. 

Seattle-King County Patterns are Similar to Pew Chartbook 

To identify geographic areas of need, King County census tracts were rank-ordered from highest to lowest percent of adults 
by the indicators noted above. The tracts were then divided into 10 groups. Dark reds show tracts with the highest rates; 
dark blues show tracts with lowest rates (note: the Life Expectancy map ranks shortest in dark red to longest in dark blue).  
www.kingcounty.gov/coo  

http://www.kingcounty.gov/coo


Goal: Improve outcomes  in communities 
with much to gain 

• 20% of the county 
• Prevention focus 
• Health, housing, economic development and 

community cohesion intersections 
• Cross-sector collaboration, community 

ownership, catalyze additional resources 
• Place-based investments, system and policy 

changes, toolkit and inclusive learning 
community 

• Living Cities’ Integration Initiative site 
 



Communities of Opportunity 

Working on these complex issues is not new.  
It’s how we are working that is transformative. 

• Acting in isolation 

• Protecting status quo 

• Protecting current roles 

• Imposing solutions 

• Paying for outputs 

• Embracing innovation 
and partnerships 

• Sharing power and credit 

• Community-led and 
owned solutions 

• Paying for outcomes 





Source: International Association for Public Participation, www.iap2.org. Similar approach used in the King County 
Community Engagement Guide, under Tools and Resources at www.kingcounty.gov/equity.  

http://www.iap2.org/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/equity


Rainier Valley 

SeaTac & Tukwila 

White Center 

Initial Place-Based Sites, Demographics and Strategies 
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poverty

Rainier Valley White Center SeaTac & Tukwila King County

Rainier Valley, pop 41,350: Food innovation district, including 
healthy food businesses and business incubation; youth wellness, 
including violence prevention; multi-cultural community center and 
cultural anchors; strong non-profits; affordable, healthy housing and 
co-op ownership housing; prevent resident and business 
displacement; activate public spaces, including physical activity. 

White Center, pop 17,760:  Increase access to healthy foods, 
physical activity for youth; prevent resident and business 
displacement; improve housing quality/home repair, including 
asthma prevention; business incubation; affordable/mixed income 
healthy housing and ownership opportunities. 

SeaTac & Tukwila, pop 46,321: Food innovation district, including 
healthy food businesses; commercial kitchens; small business 
technical assistance; food advocate leadership development; urban 
agriculture and affordable healthy housing. 

Skyway: planning grant 

Auburn: planning grant 

  
Skyway 

  

Auburn 



Draft Artist Rendering for Food Innovation District at 
Rainier Beach Station, South Seattle 



Best Starts for Kids Investments 
 

$392.3 million over six years (avg. of $65.4 million/year) 

• 50%  allocated to ages prenatal to 5 

• 35%  allocated to ages 5 to 24 

• 10% allocated  to Communities of Opportunity 

• 5% allocated to Accountability which includes evaluation and 

infrastructure 
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Thank You 

 

http://economicmobility.org 

 

#PowerOfPlace 
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