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Name: position- Health impact project is a collaboration of the RWJF and 
Pew Charitable trusts 

Thanks for the opportunity to talk about the collaborative work we are doing 
to inform HUD’s rulemaking for designated housing.

Roadmap: background on the decision, who are the team players, where we 
are and where we’re going

Note: This federal-level HIA differs from the other two in that it intends to 
inform a regulatory policy, not legislation – so there will be differences in the 
opportunities and challenges, but we are also trying to learn from the 
legislative experiences as we conduct this federal level HIA on a regulatory 
policy
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This project is an exciting opportunity because it developed out of the work 
of the National Prevention Council. 

Purpose: to pilot the use of HIA as part of the NPS in collaboration with HUD 
in their rulemaking process

The Health Impact Project began working with HUD through the National 
Prevention Council 

HUD’s Office of Public and Indian Housing came forward with a designated 
housing rule as a possible application for HIA

PIH is developing regulations to clarify and streamline the procedures 
through which public housing authorities designate housing for elderly and 
disabled families

Timeline: This collaborative HIA was officially kicked of in August with 
outreach and assessment activity over the next year



Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) can designate a housing development or 
a portion thereof as elderly-only, disabled-only, or mixed elderly and disabled 
according to 24 CFR 945. 

PHAs can submit applications to HUD to obtain designation status. In the 
application, they must present a plan for how they plan to serve the needs of 
low-income elderly and disabled individuals in their jurisdiction, including an 
allocation plan aligned with their Comprehensive plan, access to supportive 
services – defined as housing linked with social services such as job 
training, life skills training, substance abuse programs, community support 
services (e.g., child care and educational programs), and case management 
for populations in need of assistance

PHAs can designate for 5 yrs and renew in 2yr increments

Roughly 130 PHAs are actively using this rule – this is the equivalent of 
60,000 units = ~ 5% of the public housing stock
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In revision this rule, HUD intends to streamline federal regulations, reduce 
administrative burden, and ultimately

implement a new DH application process and data requirements for PHAs

•Better information for both PHA and PIH for assessing needs and allocating 
resources – including consideration of health
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HUD’s definition of family has changed over time. Initially, the statute was 
comprehensive for PHAs submitting applications and HUD had more oversight

In the 1996 Housing Opportunity Program Extension Act, Congress substantially 
amended the statute, reducing PHAs’ responsibility with respect to the 
requirements for submission to HUD and the local review process. The HOPE Act 
also reduced HUD’s role in the approval process and limited HUD’s ability to 
enforce its existing regulations. 

These modifications were intended to simplify the process for designating housing.  
HUD has not changed the published regulations, though it has issued a series of 
notices (most recently Notice 2010-28) that effectively override the regulatory 
requirements of 24 CFR 945 until they are revised.
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Safe, affordable, and accessible housing: 

Proximity to neighborhood resources (transit, food stores, clinics and pharmacies, etc.) is critical to residents; there is a
critical shortage of affordable housing for both elderly and disabled individuals; majority of designated housing plans 
designate units for elderly-only

Alignment of Housing and Supportive Services:  Coordination of housing and supportive services varies, but is a priority 
for all public housing authorities; service coordinators play a critical role; for housing authorities that use the designated 
housing rule, the rule has improved the effectiveness of service coordinators by grouping populations with similar needs

Access to Housing of Choice: 40-50% of discrimination complaints received by HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal 
Opportunity include an allegation of disability; some public housing authority staff indicated that service needs are similar, 
but lifestyle differences can cause conflict between elderly and non-elderly disabled residents, as well as high turnover 
rates

Conflicts addressed in a variety of ways: Two housing authorities stated the designated housing rule helped reduce 
conflicts and turnover rates.Aging in place is a primary concern and goal of public housing authorities; the designated 
housing rule is generally used to reserve more public housing units for elderly applicants, as opposed to non-elderly 
disabled

Financing: Financing drivers play an important role in jurisdictions’ decisions, particularly tax credit-financed properties ; 
medicaid financing present challenges in supporting home and community–based services, although new drivers are 
accelerating movement toward services in these settings; Budget flexibility key in addressing population needs; One 
housing authority indicated that the rule helped jurisdictions receive more grants because it provided clarity about who 
would be served

Application Process: Cumbersome—a lot of back and forth with additional data requests; Does not work well for small 
housing authorities; Lack of clarity about eligibility/appropriateness for small housing authorities
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Where are we now – where are we going?

• August 20th, 2013: First Advisory Committee (AC) meeting 

• Developing strategies for stakeholder engagement

• Identifying needs and opportunities for technical expertise

• Developing a research plan

• Spring: Preparation of a draft impact assessment

We’ve tried to gather a few take-home lessons from our federal HIA on a legislative decision 
(ie SNAP) and apply these lessons towards our HIA on a regulatory decision

There may be differences between conducting an HIA on legislation vs rulemaking…

What remains to be seen is whether there are differences – such as….
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