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We began this HIA in the Summer of 2011 – pulling together the research 
team and the advisory committee to begin the initial scoping. 
In the end, the team reviewed more than 300 articles and publications on the 
topic, conducted original analysis of school financial data, and held countless 
interviews with stakeholders to produce this product. Additionally, the doc 
went through an external peer review process and was published in June 
2012. 

How was this process different from “traditional” HIAs?
• National in scope (to date most have been focused on the local or state 

levels)
• First HIA to be conducted on a federal rule-making process  had to 

learn as we went
• HUGE body of available research
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Most comprehensive literature review of competitive foods to date, 
examining more than 300 published studies

Policy Scenarios: Because USDA had not yet proposed updated standards 
at the time of this study, the HIA examines a scenario in which items would 
required to meet the DGAs

- Looked at existing state policies in 39 states and compared them to our 
policy scenario, ranking them into categories of no policy (O), weak (1), 
moderate (2), and strong (3)

School policy analysis: Impact on Revenue  the HIA conducted original 
empirical analysis to examine the relationship between snack and a la carte 
food and beverage policies and school-related finances at the state level –
worked with an economist to do this

- State-year observations = an observational unit of analysis

- Revenue changes were also explored for states moving from no policy to 
a policy, or a weak policy to a stronger policy 
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