
 

Aerotropolis Atlanta Brownfield 

Redevelopment Project: Health Impact 

Assessment 

 

 
Dr. Catherine L. Ross 

Harry West Professor 

School of City and Regional Planning 

 
            :        Washington DC    :    March3-4, 2012 

Center for Quality Growth and Regional Development, Georgia Institute of Technology 

2011, Center for Quality Growth and Regional Development. 

Please cite Georgia Tech and the Center for Quality Growth 

and Regional Development whenever portions are reproduced.  



Health 

Impact 

Assessment 

2 

Health Impact Assessment (HIA) on the 

Aerotropolis Atlanta Brownfield 

Redevelopment Project 
 

About:   A prospective and comprehensive HIA on 

redevelopment plans for the site of the former 

Hapeville Ford Assembly Plant in Hapeville, GA 

 

Team:   Center for Quality Growth and Regional Development 

(CQGRD) 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Catherine L. Ross 

 

Duration: June 1, 2010-December 31, 2011 

 

Funding: Health Impact Project 
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An aerotropolis is an urban form whose layout, 

infrastructure, and economy is centered on an 

airport. Many of these businesses are much 

more dependent on distant suppliers or 

customers than to those located nearby.. 

Aerotropolis HIA  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_area


Health 

Impact 

Assessment 

5 

 

Excerpt from Press Release 

Working with the Development Community 

 

“Jacoby Development’s redevelopment projects all represent 

opportunity for economic revitalization, environmental 

reclamation, mobility enhancement and health improvement,” 

said Scott Condra, Senior Vice President of Development. 

“We’ve benefitted from the Center for Quality Growth and 

Regional Development’s focus on these priorities at Aerotropolis 

Atlanta.” The development of Aerotropolis Atlanta will add more 

than 10,000 jobs to Hapeville through build-out. Beyond 

Hapeville, the vision and visibility of the project have begun to 

reposition Atlanta’s south side as an area of economic 

opportunity.  
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Sources 

 

Advisory committee 

Health Data 

Demographic Data 

Research 
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  Census Tract 

  108.00 401.00 403.01 72.00 73.00 74.00 109.00 110.00 

Total Population 6,180 18 229 4,162 7,396 4,158 728 4,476 

White 3196 12 89 212 286 849 327 584 

percentage 52% 67% 39% 5% 4% 20% 45% 13% 

Black  1641 6 131 3,841 6,992 2,052 254 3,500 

percentage 27% 33% 57% 92% 95% 49% 35% 78% 

Two or More Races 140 0 4 43 40 159 47 71 

percentage 2% 0% 2% 1% 1% 4% 6% 2% 

Hispanic or Latino 1348 0 35 221 180 1,102 191 595 

percentage 22% 0% 15% 5% 2% 27% 26% 13% 

Under 18 1511 3 45 1640 2572 1160 168 1581 

percentage 24% 17% 20% 39% 35% 28% 23% 35% 

65 + 666 6 8 143 352 406 67 416 

percentage 11% 33% 3% 3% 5% 10% 9% 9% 

Households 2375 8 44 1,289 2,477 1,110 265 1,426 

Average Household Size 2.6 2.25 2.3 3.23 2.98 3.42 2.75 3.04 

MHHI (1999) $34,158 $36,250 $17,321 $24,833 $25,164 $25,000 $24,022 $20,824 

Disadvantaged Populations 

With Disability (non-institutional) 1445 7 19 752 1982 1423 204 1408 

percentage* 25% 70% 12% 21% 29% 37% 32% 36% 

Non-citizen 1039 0 31 238 217 1,580 115 535 

percentage 17% 0% 14% 6% 3% 38% 16% 12% 

Below Poverty 1101 0 0 1,464 2,100 1,622 181 1,875 

percentage 18% 0% 0% 35% 28% 39% 25% 42% 

Carless (households) 410 0 4 341 650 300 63 503 

percentage 17% 0% 9% 26% 26% 27% 24% 35% 

No HS Diploma (18+) 1625 3 90 758 1657 1776 321 1494 

percentage 34% 30% 45% 29% 34% 59% 60% 51% 
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Source: Georgia Department of Community Health, Division of Public Health, Office of Health Information and Policy  

Mortality rates 
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Topic Areas 

 

• Multimodal transportation 

environments 

• Economic opportunities and services 

• Community preservation and 

revitalization 

• Environmental exposures 

• Overarching issues 
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Methods 

 

• Pedestrian and bicycle latent demand 

scores 

• Healthy place audit of ordinances and 

plans in the central study area 

• Walkability audit 

• Survey 

• Geographic information systems analysis 

• Review relevant plans 

• Review health research 
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2007 Noise Contours 
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 Excerpt of site plan rendering. Credit Jacoby Development Inc. and 
Thompson, Ventulett, Stainback & Associates (TVS) 

Concept design for headquarters building. 
Credit ototrick.com 

 Porsche facility plan. Credit 
porschebahn.wordpress.com 
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• Increase the number of local trips made by 

walking and bicycling, which would 

increase physical activity and likely reduce 

risk of heart disease, stroke, and diabetes 

 

• Improve traffic safety, which could reduce 

traffic-related injuries and deaths and 

make the area easier to navigate 

 

• Increase local retail opportunities and 

make local businesses more successful, 

thereby increasing local choices for 

healthy food and other daily needs 
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• Improve access to jobs, which could 

reduce stress and improve economic 

security for local families 

 

 

• Increase transportation, shopping, and 

housing options, thereby reducing the cost 

of living and improving quality of life 
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• Improve access to jobs, which could 

reduce stress and improve economic 

security for local families 

 

 

• Increase transportation, shopping, and 

housing options, thereby reducing the cost 

of living and improving quality of life 
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Transportation Choices 

  

Public Spaces and Places 

 

Clean Human Environments 

  

A Green City 

 

Coordinated Management 
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Mixed Land Use 

 

A Human-Scaled City 

  

Residential Choices 

 

Accommodating Industry 

  

Safe Streets 
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Meetings with Advisory Committee 

 

Meetings with developer 

 

Publications & presentations 

 

Contribution to Health Impact Project 

 

Continued development of the Healthy 

Places Audit tool 
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Catherine Ross, PhD 

Center for Quality Growth and 

Regional Development 

Georgia Tech  

www.cqgrd.gatech.edu 

Catherine.ross@coa.gatech.edu 
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