
 
Despite the current downturn, Americans are optimistic about their opportunities for economic 

mobility, both within and across generations.  
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Most parents say their own children will have a better standard of living than they have, but are split 

overall as to whether their children will have a harder time moving up the income ladder.  
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Americans believe they largely determine their own economic mobility and opportunity.  
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Americans care more about opportunity than inequality and are far more concerned about the ability of 

lower-income Americans to move up the economic ladder than the persistence of upper-income 

Americans at the top.  
 

 

 

Americans believe the government hurts more than it helps people move up the economic ladder; but 

they believe a range of policies would be effective at encouraging upward mobility.  
 

 

 

While definitions of the American Dream vary, some core themes emerge: freedom to accomplish 

anything you want with hard work, freedom to say or do what you want, and that one’s children will be 

financially better off.  
 

 

 

About the Survey 

 
BY FORGING A BROAD AND NONPARTISAN AGREEMENT ON THE FACTS,  FIGURES AND TRENDS RELATED TO MOBILITY,       

THE ECONOMIC MOBILITY PROJECT IS GENERATING AN ACTIVE POLICY DEBATE ABOUT HOW BEST TO IMPROVE  

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES AND TO ENSURE THAT THE AMERICAN DREAM IS KEPT ALIVE FOR 

GENERATIONS THAT FOLLOW.  
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