
 

 
 

 
 

Produce-Related Foodborne-Illness Outbreaks 

 

 

o From 1990 through 2005, at least 713 produce-related outbreaks have occurred.
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o From 1996 to 2007 there were approximately 72 reported outbreaks of foodborne illness associated 

with roughly 20 fresh produce commodities, both domestic and imported. Of this total, 13 outbreaks 

were associated with tomatoes, 11 outbreaks were associated with melons, and 24 outbreaks were 

associated with leafy greens such as lettuce and spinach.
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o In the 1990s, at least 12 percent of all foodborne-outbreak-associated illnesses implicated fresh fruits 

and vegetables.
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o Between 1996 and 2004, FDA responded to 14 outbreaks of foodborne illness for which fresh lettuce 

or fresh tomatoes were the confirmed or suspected vehicle. These outbreaks account for 

approximately 859 reported cases of illness.
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o Since 1990, more than 3,000 Americans have become ill from 24 known tomato outbreaks 
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o Between 1995 and 2005, there were 19 outbreaks of foodborne illness caused by Escherichia coli 

O157:H7 for which fresh or fresh-cut lettuce or spinach was implicated as the outbreak vehicle. In 

one additional case, fresh-cut spinach was implicated. These 19 outbreaks account for approximately 

409 reported cases of illness and two deaths.
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o More illness results from each produce outbreak (an average of 48 cases) than from the average 

outbreak associated with poultry (30 cases), beef (27 cases), or seafood (10 cases).
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