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14% total change

5%9%

$1,440
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

7 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$10,694
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$99.2M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

9,274
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.9 years in custody, 28% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Alabama

change from
1990-2009

35% total change

2% total change

7% total change

0% 2%

18% 18%

-2% 9%

28%

38%

25%
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases 
in the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).



Download the full report, Time 
Served: The High Cost, Low Return 
of Longer Prison Terms from
pewstates.org/publicsafety

PEW CENTER ON THE STATES

Time Served

change

change

change

x

=

x

=

change (sentence length) + change (% sentence served) =

Time Served Drivers

total change, time served

offense 
type

1990
1995
2000
2005
2009

2009 National
Average

drug

property

violent

all

1990
1995
2000
2005
2009

2009 National
Average

1990
1995
2000
2005
2009

2009 National
Average

1990
1995
2000
2005
2009

2009 National
Average

years in custody 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1990-2000

2000-2009

1990-2000

2000-2009

violent

non-violent

percent change -100-150 -50 0 50 100 150 200 250

Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

8% total change

-39% 47%

$2,033
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

16 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$31,733
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$305.1M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

9,614
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.2 years in custody, 69% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.
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change from
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24% total change

14% total change

64% total change
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

27% total change

10% 17%

$3,952
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

12 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$46,396
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$2.2B
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

47,599
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.9 years in custody, 51% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.
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change from
1990-2009

24% total change

32% total change

3% total change
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

5% total change

-21% 26%

$1,665
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

9 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$14,511
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$92.4M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

6,367
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.9 years in custody, 33% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Colorado

change from
1990-2009

20% total change

24% total change

15% total change
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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219%
total
change51% 168%

$1,713
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

22 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$38,477
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$1.4B
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

36,678
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.0 years in custody, 166% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Florida

change from
1990-2009

4% total change

128% total change

-15% total change
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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75% total change

2% 73%

$1,753
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

16 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$28,563
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$536.1M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

18,768
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.2 years in custody, 75% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Georgia

change from
1990-2009

19% total change

18% total change

-1% total change
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-26% 25%
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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type
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-39% total change

-29%-10%

$3,073
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-7 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$20,885
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$27.7M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison 
for less time

1,324
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.1 years in custody, 15% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Hawaii

change from
1990-2009

41% total change

-20% total change

28% total change

-86% 66%
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-4% 32%
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in the 
year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as opposed to 
offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then re-released. Time served 
in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted towards a prison sentence. 
Time served drivers may not add to total change in time served due to rounding. See 
full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National Corrections 
Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National Association of State 
Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau of Justice Statistics 
National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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-29% total change

-27% -1%

$3,189
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-7 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$20,871
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$476M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2005 in prison 
for less time

22,807
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 1.7 years in custody, 25% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Illinois

change from
1990-2005

9% total change

-8% total change

-18% 10%

3% 6%
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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10% total change

-1% 11%

$2,744
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

3 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$8,107
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$26.4M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

3,258
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.4 years in custody, 11% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Iowa

change from
1990-2009

3% total change

8% total change

-1% total change

-4% 12%

-56% 59%

-10% 9%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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25% total change

10%15%

$1,217
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

2 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$2,651
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$27.5M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2005 in 
prison longer

10,365
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 1.7 years in custody, 12% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Kentucky

change from
1990-2005

4% total change

37% total change

-13% total change

12% 25%

-1% 5%

-12% -1%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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3% total change

-8% 11%

$1,457
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-3 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$4,319
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$52.7M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison 
for less time

12,194
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.5 years in custody, 9% less than 
the average offender released in 1990.

Louisiana

change from
1990-2009

-19% total change

22% total change

-4% total change

5% 17%

-45% 26%

-7% 2%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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type $2,343

Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

23 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$53,247
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$471.9M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

8,862
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 4.3 years in custody, 79% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Michigan

change from
1990-2009

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to �rst releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served Drivers
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percent change -100-150 -50 0 50 100 150 200 250

Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

-2% total change

$3,447
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

8 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$26,757
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$93.2M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

3,482
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.3 years in custody, 38% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Minnesota

change from
1990-2009

14% total change

17% total change

47% total change

8% 6%

46% 1%
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NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in 
time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute Price 
of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served Drivers

total change, time served

offense 
type

1990
1995
2000
2005

drug

property

violent

all

1990
1995
2000
2005

1990
1995
2000
2005

1990
1995
2000
2005

years in custody 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1990-2000

1990-2000

violent

non-violent
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

1990-2000

2000-2005

1990-2000

2000-2005

24% total change

-16% 40%

$1,313
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

2 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$2,093
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$12.7M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2005 in 
prison longer

6,050
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 2.1 years in custody, 7% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Mississippi

change from
1990-2005

-16% total change

23% total change

1% 21%

-33% 17%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National 
Association of State Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau 
of Justice Statistics National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

-29% total change

-12% -18%

$1,863
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-4 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$7,744
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$83.3M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison
for less time

10,763
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.1 years in custody, 14% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Missouri

change from
1990-2009

30% total change

-24% total change

17% total change

-135% 111%

-44% 74%

-21% 38%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

2% total change

-13% 15%

$2,996
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-2 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$4,662
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$9.1M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison
for less time

1,962
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.1 years in custody, 6% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Nebraska

change from
1990-2009

0% total change

-14% total change

-5% total change

-3% -11%

-8% 8%

-10% 5%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

-2% total change

-25% 24%

$1,721
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-5 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$8,045
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$35.7M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison
for less time

4,441
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.5 years in custody, 14% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Nevada

change from
1990-2009

-10% total change

-16% total change

-14% total change

-21% 4%

-4% -6%

-12% -2%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).

2.8
2.9
2.7
2.8
2.5
2.9

5.8
5.1
4.8
4.7
4.4
5.0

2.6
2.5
2.3
2.2
1.9
2.3

2.1
2.5
2.2
2.3
1.8
2.2

-14%

-24%

-26%

-16%



Download the full report, Time 
Served: The High Cost, Low Return 
of Longer Prison Terms from
pewstates.org/publicsafety

PEW CENTER ON THE STATES

Time Served

change

change

change

x

=

x

=

change (sentence length) + change (% sentence served) =

Time Served Drivers

total change, time served
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

1990-2000

2000-2005

1990-2000

2000-2005

-1% total change

-1% 1%

$2,840
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

8 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$21,644
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$14.5M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2005 in 
prison longer

672
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 3.1 years in custody, 26% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

New Hampshire

change from
1990-2005

9% total change

33% total change

12% total change

9%24%

1%8%

3%9%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

1990-2000

2000-2005

1990-2000

2000-2005

5% total change

1% 4%

$4,572
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

2 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$10,919
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$109.1M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2005 in 
prison longer

9,989
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 2.6 years in custody, 8% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

New Jersey

change from
1990-2005

8% total change

23% total change

1% total change

2% 20%

-5% 13%

-2% 3%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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Time Served by Offense Type
offense 
type

-9% total change

-19% 10%

$5,006
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

1 month
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$4,555
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$65.6M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

14,395
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.6 years in custody, 2% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

New York

change from
1990-2009

20% total change

3% total change

0% total change

-5% 8%

4%16%

-22% 22%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

48% total change

-33% 81%

$2,497
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

15 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$37,231
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$415.8M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

11,168
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.7 years in custody, 86% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

North Carolina

change from
1990-2009

23% total change

26% total change

6% total change

-34% 59%

-1% 24%

-14% 20%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

25% total change

11% 15%

$3,273
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

9 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$28,265
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$23.2M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

821
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2 years in custody, 54% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

North Dakota

change from
1990-2009

38% total change

1% total change

27% total change

-1% 3%

-50% 88%

-44% 71%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

123% total change

$1,539
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

17 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$25,636
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$203.9M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

7,953
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.1 years in custody, 83% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Oklahoma

change from
1990-2009

-9% total change

47% total change

-13% total change

-28% 19%

-18% 6%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

-17% total change

-85% 68%

$5,304
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

10 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$50,433
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$121.5M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

2,410
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.2 years in custody, 32% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Oregon

change from
1990-2009

21% total change

8% total change

6% total change

-65% 73%

8% 14%

6%0%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in 
time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National 
Association of State Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau 
of Justice Statistics National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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offense 
type

31% total change

10% 22%

$3,528
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

11 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$39,440
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$316.6M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

8,027
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.8 years in custody, 32% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Pennsylvania

change from
1990-2009

3% total change

40% total change

-2% total change

4% 35%

-2% 5%

-7% 5%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in time 
served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute Price 
of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

31% total change

2%29%

$1,909
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

7 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$13,177
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$115.9M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

8,795
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.3 years in custody, 33% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

South Carolina

change from
1990-2009

-3% total change

25% total change

-2% total change

12% 13%

-34% 31%

-22% 20%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in 
time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National 
Association of State Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau 
of Justice Statistics National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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8% total change

-3% 11%

$2,014
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-5 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$9,812
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$13M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison
for less time

1,325
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 1.3 years in custody, 24% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

South Dakota

change from
1990-2009

-30% total change

14% total change

-24% total change

9% 4%

-21% -9%

-27% 2%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National 
Association of State Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau 
of Justice Statistics National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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-39% total change

-21% -18%

$1,834
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

-2 months
Decrease in time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$2,922
Average savings for keeping 
offenders in prison for less time

$34.3M
Total state savings 
for keeping
offenders released 
in 2009 in prison
for less time

11,740
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 1.9 years in custody, 6% less 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Tennessee

change from
1990-2009

4% total change

36% total change

6% total change

-19% 55%

-26% 30%

-4% 10%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the National 
Association of State Budget Officers FY2010 Actual Expenditures and Bureau 
of Justice Statistics National Prisoner Statistics 2010.
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offense 
type

90% total change

-9% 99%

$1,783
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

8 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$14,682
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$620.1M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

42,237
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.8 years in custody, 32% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Texas

change from
1990-2009

0% total change

43% total change

-37% total change

-58% 101%

0% 1%

-68% 32%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

-10% total change

-14% 4%

$2,446
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

5 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$12,515
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$19.2M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

1,534
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3 years in custody, 17% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Utah

change from
1990-2009

6% total change

24% total change

11% total change

10% 14%

1% 5%

-2% 13%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in 
time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute Price 
of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

56% total change

-59% 116%

$2,094
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

19 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$39,800
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$518.8M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

13,036
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.3 years in custody, 91% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Virginia

change from
1990-2009

30% total change

29% total change

17% total change

-41% 71%

12% 18%

7% 10%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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offense 
type

7% total change

-11% 18%

$4,315
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

6 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$26,531
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$204.8M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

7,721
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 2.4 years in custody, 27% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Washington

change from
1990-2009

22% total change

31% total change

16% total change

15% 16%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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-12% total change

-23% 11%

$2,208
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

13 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2009 served relative to 1990

$27,708
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$74.8M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2009 in 
prison longer

2,698
Offenders released in 2009

The average offender released in 2009 
served 3.1 years in custody, 51% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

West Virginia

change from
1990-2009

30% total change

19% total change

91% total change

0% 19%

7% 23%

53% 37%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time 
counted towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total 
change in time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute 
Price of Prisons (2012).
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type

2005 National
Average
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Average

2005 National
Average

2005 National
Average

1990-2000

2000-2005

1990-2000

2000-2005

0% total change

-1% 1%

$3,166
Average cost of one 
month in prison, FY 2010

5 months
Additional time offenders released 
in 2005 served relative to 1990

$15,831
Average cost of keeping 
offenders in prison longer

$106.8M
Total state cost of 
keeping offenders 
released in 2005 in 
prison longer

6,744
Offenders released in 2005

The average offender released in 2005 
served 2.9 years in custody, 18% more 
than the average offender released in 1990.

Wisconsin

change from
1990-2005

21% total change

12% total change

14% total change

0% 13%

-18% 39%

-24% 38%

NOTES: Offenders released in a particular year here refers only to first releases in 
the year. First releases are offenders released from their original sentence, as 
opposed to offenders released onto parole, revoked to prison, and then 
re-released. Time served in custody includes both prison time and jail time counted 
towards a prison sentence. Time served drivers may not add to total change in 
time served due to rounding. See full report for additional notes.

SOURCES: All time served numbers from a Pew analysis of the National 
Corrections Reporting Program data. Prison cost data from the Vera Institute Price 
of Prisons (2012).
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